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10 April 2020                                  Good Friday – Liturgy of the Lord's Passion
Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Psalm 31; Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9; John 18:1-19:42

Yet it was our infirmities that he bore, our sufferings that he endured, while 

we thought of him as stricken, as one smitten by God and afflicted … upon him 

was the chastisement that makes us whole, by his stripes we were healed.

It may seem like we've been in Good Friday “mode” for the last few weeks

—25 days to be exact—since we last had public Masses.  Today is the one day in 

the Catholic Church throughout the world that Mass is not celebrated, in which the 

Eucharist is not confected, not made present to us.  Perhaps we feel like we've been

experiencing that already.

On this particular day that we call “Good”, we look to Jesus in his passion, 

we look to the Cross itself, and we look to our own sufferings, not just in lament 

and anguish, but in hope and faith.  

First, we look to Jesus in his passion.  We heard the fourth and final, the 

longest and the most profound of the “Servant Songs” from Isaiah in our first 

reading:

Even as many were amazed at him—so marred was his look beyond human 

semblance and his appearance beyond that of the sons of man … 
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He was spurned and avoided by people, a man of suffering, accustomed to 

infirmity, one of those from whom people hide their faces, spurned, and we held 

him in no esteem … 

When he was cut off from the land of the living, and smitten for the sin of his

people, a grave was assigned him among the wicked and a burial place with 

evildoers, though he had done no wrong nor spoken any falsehood.

But the Lord was pleased to crush him in infirmity.

We can imagine Mary saying these words after her son’s death, maybe with 

a 1000-yard stare.  From Isaiah's prophecies, we see that Jesus truly is that 

Suffering Servant.  He is our Messiah, our Savior, our King, but he fulfills all those

roles ultimately through his suffering and death.  

The letter to the Hebrews adds another lofty title to Jesus: our great high 

priest.  But it also emphasizes that Jesus did not distance himself from us, did not 

distance himself from our weak human condition.  No, Jesus is able “to sympathize

with our weaknesses”, because he has experienced the same trials and sufferings 

that we have.  
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And even though he is the Son of God, who lived in complete and total 

communion with his Father during his earthly life, during his passion he lifted up 

cries and tears in anguish, speaking for us all.

Second, we look to the Cross.  There is no Resurrection, no Easter, without 

the Cross.  In John's gospel, Jesus is fully in control of what happens during his 

passion, and he is glorified through it.  The chief priests and Pontius Pilate may 

think that they are sitting in judgment over Jesus, but it's actually the opposite.  

Jesus's kingdom is based simply on the truth, the truth of what the Father has 

shared with him from all eternity.  

Jesus reigns as king from the Cross; the Cross is his throne.  At the foot of 

the Cross, Jesus entrusts his beloved disciple and his mother Mary to each other.  

Together, they represent us, the Church: Jesus's followers and friends that continue 

to gather around him and his Cross, precisely in the midst of our pain and 

suffering.

From the Cross, Jesus's last words are, “It is finished.”  He has accomplished

his mission of salvation.  It is complete, it is done.  Think back to what we 

reflected on for Ash Wednesday—it seems like a long time ago—Jesus Christ has 

done everything we need to receive God’s mercy and reconciliation.  
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Through his one eternal, perfect sacrifice of himself on the Cross, he has 

accomplished everything for us.  Thus we don't have to try to earn our salvation, 

because Jesus has already done that for us.  This is why we're invited to venerate a 

cross at home during the veneration of the cross here.  The Cross is the throne of 

God's grace, his mercy, his healing.

Third, we look to our own suffering.  I'm going to make a strong statement 

here: there are no answers to the suffering around the world right now.  Yes, we can

trace scientifically how a virus spreads, and through the tireless work of medical 

professionals, we can develop mitigations or vaccines—please, God—but we'll still

be left with our questions deep down: “Why?”  “Why now?”  “Why me”, or “Why 

this person I cared so much about?”

There are no answers to these questions, even though our faith might impel 

us to say that “God will bring something good out of all of this.”  And I hope he 

will.  But that still won't answer our deepest questions, our need to make some 

sense out of all of this.  But perhaps human suffering is not a question to be 

answered, but a mystery to be experienced, to be entered into, to be shared.  

Suffering without relationships, without compassion, without communion with 

each other, especially without communion with Jesus on the Cross, that is the most 

tragic isolation we can experience.



5

We pray to Jesus on the Cross not in spite of our suffering or need for 

healing, but precisely because of them.  Because of our need to let him share our 

weakness and our pain as well.  Because of our need to help carry each other's 

crosses.  In a few moments we will pray our solemn intercessions, which are the 

same from year to year for this liturgy, but this year the Vatican has instructed us to

include an additional prayer specifically for an end to this pandemic.  We cry out to

God from our needs, from our weakness, just as Jesus did.

We look to Jesus on the Cross with hope, because we know that new life is 

coming, both for him and for all of us.  While we know that our “Lent” will not be 

finished, that it will continue for as long as we have to fast from so many things 

that perhaps we took for granted, we do know that for Jesus, it is finished.  It is 

accomplished, it is done.  This is why we call this day “Good”.  This is why this is 

Good News.


