
Blast Email 6-2-20 – Resumption of Public Mass 
 
Dear St. Ann Parishioners, 
 
We are very excited to welcome one another back to the public celebration of Sunday Mass!  While 
restrictions are in place and safety remains our guiding principle, nonetheless it will be a joy to pray 
together and celebrate the sacrament in person again.  This email is quite long and contains a great deal 
of information; please read it carefully and take the time to visualize what is being described, so you can 
make an informed decision about whether you will attend Mass in person or not.  To help your 
understanding, all are invited to “attend” a livestream Q&A session where Fr. Danny, Alex, and Katie will 
talk through these procedures, explain in more detail some of the reasons for various decisions, and – 
most importantly – answer your questions. 
 
Please also understand that these are our plans as of now.  We anticipate the need to make some 
changes after the first few weeks of public Mass and we will communicate those to you in a timely 
manner.  And in the future, public health guidelines and the instructions of the diocese may mean other 
changes, too.  We are truly grateful for your patience as we make our way together through these 
unusual challenges. 
 
First, some basic reminders and information: 

• Bishop Knestout has extended the dispensation from the requirement to attend Sunday Mass 
and holydays of obligation for the foreseeable future, for all the faithful of the diocese.  If, for 
whatever reason, you do not attend Sunday Mass in person, you are dispensed from the 
requirement. 

• Those who are in vulnerable health categories are encouraged not to attend Mass at this time.  
This includes those over the age of 65, who have existing heart and lung conditions, are 
immuno-compromised, and those who care for them. 

• If you feel sick on the day of Mass or are coughing or sneezing frequently, please stay home. 

• Starting June 6 & 7, public Masses at St. Ann will ONLY be Saturday at 5:00pm and Sunday at 
9:00am.  The Sunday 9:00 Mass will continue to be livestreamed.  Daily Masses will also be 
livestreamed, as has been our practice, but they will NOT be public Masses. 

• Livestream Q&A Session – Thursday, June 4, 7:00pm. Those watching on the parish Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/groups/stanncc/) may submit questions/comments through the 
video comments.  Those watching via the parish website (www.stanncc.com/virtual-st-anns) can 
submit questions/comments by emailing them to dcogut@stanncc.com. In addition, you are 
invited to submit questions ahead of time by contacting Katie Johnson (kjohnson@stanncc.com; 
804-526-2548). 

• Attending Mass remains a risk. Even with extensive precautions in place, attending Mass 
remains a risk.  The bishop and Fr. Danny encourage each person, each family, to make their 
own best decision for their own health and safety and that of others. 

 
Public Mass Basics 

• Public Masses at St. Ann will be Saturday at 5:00pm and Sunday at 9:00am. 

• Our seating capacity, in order to maintain the required social distancing, is approximately 88, 
including all liturgical ministers. 

• Participation will be on a first-come, first-admitted basis. When we reach our capacity, we will 
have to ask those who are still in line to leave and return for the next Mass.  (We hope that this 
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practice will allow all who wish to attend Mass to do so.  We may need to more strictly structure 
our attendance procedures later on and/or add a second Mass on Sunday.  Please be patient 
with this process; attendance is our biggest variable at this point.) 

 
Other Changes 
Due to the resumption of public Masses on Saturday/Sunday, a few other small changes result: 

• Daily Masses will continue to be livestreamed but, starting on June 8, the Monday morning Mass 
will be cancelled.  This will allow Fr. Danny and Alex to have a well-deserved Sabbath day each 
week. 

• Saturday confession times will move to 3:45-4:30pm.  This way, the ushers can check in those 
attending Mass without any confusion with those coming for confession. 

o Those coming for confession will have to exit the church building and be checked in at 
the front door of the church if you wish to attend the 5:00 Mass. 

o Penitents are reminded that, in order to conform with government guidelines, you must 
wear a mask at all times in the church building. 

 
Before You Arrive for Mass 

• Those attending Mass must arrive at least 30 minutes before Mass begins, so we can check you 
in.  That’s 4:30pm on Saturday and 8:30am on Sunday. 

• Please bring your own face masks.  Everyone aged 7 and above will be required to wear a mask 
the entire time they are in the church, except when consuming the Body of Christ (info below). 

• Please use the restroom before you come to church.  While the restrooms will be available, we 
are limiting them to one stall in each and only one person will be allowed in the restroom at a 
time.  This is to lower the risk of transfer of any germs. 

• Make sure everyone in your family is aware of the procedures below, at an age-appropriate 
level. 

 
When You Arrive 

• We appreciate your patience, cooperation, and charity with everyone, especially those who are 
serving as ushers and liturgical ministers. These procedures are new for all of us, but with 
everyone working together, the experience should be a good one. 

• Traffic cones will be set up outside the main doors of the church and along the sidewalk where 
you can wait to be checked in.  They will be placed so that all can maintain appropriate social 
distancing.  Entrance to the church will only be through the center, main doors. 

• When you come to the doors there will be two tables: 
o At the first, you will be asked to fill out an information sheet with your name(s) and 

contact information, one per household.  The diocese has instructed us to keep records 
of Mass attendance during this time, in case we need to assist with contact tracing, 
should any of our parishioners test positive for COVID-19 after they attend a Mass.  On 
this form you will also give permission for your image(s) to be recorded and broadcast 
during our livestream Mass (9:00am Sunday), which is available to the public. 

o At the second table you will be asked three health screening questions: 
1. Have you or anyone in your household had a fever in the past two (2) weeks? 
2. Do you or anyone in your household have a new cough or new shortness of breath? 
3. Have you come into contact with anyone who is positive with COVID-19 in the past 

two (2) weeks? 



o If you answer yes to any of these questions, no one in your party will be allowed to 
attend Mass, as a precaution against the spread of the virus.  Also, if anyone in your 
party does not have a face mask (aged 7 and above) that person will not be able to 
attend Mass.   

o You will be given a copy of the Prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe, which we pray together 
during Mass; you will be asked to take those sheets home and not leave them in the 
church. 

• After you have been checked in, an usher will escort you to an assigned seat.  We have 
designated seats in the church for families, couples, and individuals, and we will be filling in the 
pews from the front to the back and generally from the center outward.  Once you are in your 
seat, you are asked not to walk around to talk to others before or after Mass. 

• On your way to your seat, if you have brought an offertory envelope or wish to make a 
contribution to the church, there will be two baskets inside the doors to the worship space 
where we ask you to drop your offering.  There will be no “collection” at the preparation during 
Mass, to avoid unnecessary hand-to-hand contact. 

• We ask that you avoid touching any surfaces unnecessarily. (We will be sanitizing the church and 
bathrooms thoroughly after each Mass, but your caution will help us all stay safe.)  To help with 
this, and as weather permits, the center doors into the church and the worship space will 
remain propped open.  If you need to use the bathroom and as you leave at the end of Mass, we 
ask you to use the open doors rather than go through closed doors. 

 
During Mass 
Much of Mass will be the same as always – thank goodness! -- but there are some necessary 
adjustments.  Fr. Danny will speak to us before Mass begins and reiterate instructions for procedures 
during Mass, for the benefit of those in attendance and those watching from home. 

• Those in attendance are asked to avoid singing.  You have probably seen reports that singing 
increases the spread of the virus because of the depth of breathing necessary to produce sound 
and project notes.  While we will continue to have music at Mass, led by Chris at the piano and a 
cantor, we ask you to hum along or mouth the words to hymns and responses rather than 
singing outright.  We hope the music will help you feel more “at home” during Mass, in spite of 
not being able to sing.  We also want to encourage those at home to sing and participate fully in 
the livestream Mass. 

• We will avoid any physical contact with those outside our families, including refraining from 
holding hands during the Our Father and shaking hands at the Sign of Peace. 

• Communion is the most complicated part of this Mass to explain, but we hope your experience 
of it will be simple and prayerful: 

o At this time, we will receive only the Body of Christ; the distribution of the Precious 
Blood will only resume when it is safe to do so, as determined by health officials and the 
diocese. 

o As Communion begins, you will be invited to sit down. We will have only one station, in 
the center aisle, and ushers will invite those present to come forward one row at a time, 
maintaining social distancing.  Please keep your mask in place during the communion 
procession, until after you have received the host in your hand (see below). You are not 
obligated to receive Communion; if you choose not to receive, you may remain in your 
seat or come forward to receive a blessing. 

o Those seated in the outer sections will be guided up their aisle to the back of the church, 
walk around the perimeter, and then walk down the center aisle to receive 



Communion.  There will be tape marks on the floor of the aisles and the back perimeter 
of the church to assist in maintaining social distancing. 

o Before you step forward to receive Communion, an usher will give you hand sanitizer; 
this is to help avoid spreading germs, should Fr. Danny inadvertently touch your hands. 
(If you are wearing gloves, they must be removed for the reception of the Eucharist; 
please use hand sanitizer after you have removed your gloves.) 

o When you step forward there will be a table between you and Fr. Danny to help 
maintain social distancing.   

o You will receive the Eucharist and then you are asked to step aside before you consume 
it, to a spot designated on the floor.  There you will lift or lower your mask briefly in 
order to consume the host, then replace your mask and return to your seat. We ask at 
this time that all receive Communion in the hand rather than on the tongue, to further 
avoid the transmission of germs. 

• At the end of Mass, you will be asked to sit again after the final hymn.  Ushers will direct the 
dismissal of the congregation row by row, in much the same way as at Communion.  We ask that 
you walk straight through the Commons without stopping to talk or look at anything posted, 
although you are welcome to pick up a bulletin on your way out the door.  Fr. Danny and Alex, 
weather permitting, will be outside to greet you – appropriately distanced, of course. 

 
A Few Reassurances about Safety 

• The public spaces of the church (Commons, Worship Space, and bathrooms) including all door 
handles and push-plates are disinfected frequently during the week and will be thoroughly 
disinfected after each public Mass. 

• The holy water and baptismal fonts remain empty at this time. 

• There will be no procession of the Gospel book at the beginning of Mass or presentation of the 
gifts at the Preparation, in order to lower the chance of viral contact with surfaces and to 
protect social distancing. 

• You will notice that hymnals have been removed from the worship space, as have the tables and 
kiosks in the Commons; this also is to minimize surface contact. 

• You will also notice that, although Fr. Danny will remove his face covering for the Consecration, 
there is a cover over the hosts to protect them from airborne particles. 

 
That’s it – you made it to the end!  We recognize that this is a lot to absorb and that you may have a 
great deal to ponder and discuss as you make the best decisions for yourself and your family.  You are 
strongly encouraged to participate in the livestream Q&A on Thursday, June 4 at 7:00pm (details 
above) in order to have all of your questions answered.  If you are unable to participate at that time, 
please watch the video later.  The more information you have, the more confident you will be about 
your decision to attend, or not to attend, Mass. 
 
We continue to hold one another in prayer during this difficult time, and we eagerly await the day when 
we can gather again as a full community.  But until that time, we express our love of God and our love 
for one another by taking precautions that will help keep us all safe.  Please know that Fr. Danny, Alex, 
and all of the staff pray for each of you every day. 
 


