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2 April 2021                                    Good Friday – Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9 

John 18:1-19:42 

 

 Today is the only day of the year that there is no Mass celebrated anywhere 

in the Church, throughout the world.  Instead, we celebrate a unique liturgy with 

three parts: the Liturgy of the Word, the Veneration of the Cross, and Holy 

Communion.  But there is no Liturgy of the Eucharist, no consecration of bread 

and wine like at Mass; instead we will receive from the Eucharist that we 

consecrated last night, on Holy Thursday.   

 

This liturgy is stark, yet poignant and reflective.  The altar is stripped bare, 

the church is much less decorated than it usually is, all because of what we 

commemorate today.   

 

Today we celebrate the mystery of our Lord Jesus Christ’s death, a death that 

was not a defeat, nor an end in itself.  A passion that was not suffering for its own 

sake, but a true pass-over from death to new life, to glory. 
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And so, this liturgy presents us with the cross as the focal point.  After our 

solemn intercessions, we will process in with the cross and venerate it after I say 

three times, “Behold the wood of the cross, on which hung the salvation of the 

world.”  To which we will all say in response, “Come, let us adore.” 

 

We venerate the cross not in mourning for Jesus’s death, but in awe of what 

he has done for us through it.  In John’s passion narrative, Jesus is in complete 

control of what happens, just like in the rest of his gospel.  Jesus is not stoic, but 

has a calm intensity about him.  Contrast that with everyone around him, all who 

seem to be frenzied or frantic and thrown off balance.  Jesus knows what he has to 

do, and he does it.  He lays down his life of his own accord. 

 

In his conversation with Pontius Pilate, Jesus acknowledges that he is a king, 

though not a king in a worldly sense.  It’s not until he is crucified that his kingship 

is revealed.  Jesus reigns as king from the cross.  The cross is his throne, both the 

seat and the instrument of his victory.   
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From the cross, Jesus entrusts Mary his mother and his beloved disciple to 

each other.  Jesus basically forms the community of the Church at the foot of the 

cross.  He forms and blesses those relationships that hold us together, with our 

shared faith, hope, and love, by continuing to gather us around his cross, his 

sacrifice, for all ages to come. 

 

On the cross, Jesus, our great high priest, offers himself as the one eternal 

sacrifice to reconcile us to God.  He conquers death and opens for us the way to 

eternal salvation through his obedience to his Father’s will.  But we are not passive 

spectators here.  Through our obedience to God’s will in our own lives, bringing 

our worship and prayer into our daily routines of love and sacrifice, we can truly 

be transformed into a new creation in and with Jesus. 

 

Today we approach the cross in hope, knowing that pain and suffering, sin 

and death, never have the final word.  We acknowledge the crosses in our own 

lives, praying that we may share in the fruits of Jesus’s own Paschal Mystery, of 

experiencing new life in and through them.  For he has accomplished the work of 

our redemption through the wood of the cross. 


