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9 April 2020                                     Holy Thursday – Mass of the Lord's Supper
Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14; Psalm 116; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-15

This is my body that is for you … This cup is the new covenant in my blood 

… Do this in remembrance of me.

I have to confess that starting to write a homily for tonight was fairly 

difficult.  This evening we celebrate the institution of the Eucharist at the Last 

Supper, but we aren’t able to share in the Eucharist together, as a faith community. 

We just heard the moving account of Jesus washing his disciples’ feet, but we can’t

do that tonight either.  Jesus transformed his impending passion and death into a 

sacrificial banquet of love for his disciples, for all time to come, and he did it in the

context of a meal, an intimate gathering.  So what are we to make of all this when 

we can't gather together in-person during these holiest days of our Church year?

Perhaps we're being invited tonight to reflect more deeply on what we mean 

by “communion”.  We usually think of Holy Communion, our sharing in the 

Eucharist together, which unites us in the most profound way to God, by literally 

being nourished by the Body and Blood, soul and divinity of Jesus himself.  
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But there's a more general meaning of communion that we have in our faith: 

a sharing with each other on a deeply profound level, sometimes invisible to our 

senses.  We believe that God, as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, exists as an eternal 

communion, a relationship of life and love.  Everything that each “person” of the 

triune God has, he shares with the other, from all eternity.  

We believe in great communion of saints, a great cloud of witnesses, which 

includes our departed ones in heaven, those being purified before they enter fully 

into God's presence, and us—believers throughout the world today, the pilgrim 

people of God.  We are all united with each other in and through Jesus Christ.  We 

share with each other: inspiration, compassion, prayers.

In the refrain for our responsorial psalm, we sang that our “blessing cup is a 

communion with the Blood of Christ”.  Here, “communion” could also be 

translated as “participation”: our blessing cup is a participation with the Blood of 

Christ.  So in this statement, Saint Paul means that the Eucharist, the very act of 

thanksgiving in memory of what Jesus did for us in his life and ministry, and 

especially on the evening before his passion and death, that Eucharist enables us to 

participate in Jesus's very life.  Enables us to be his disciples, to be his friends.  To 

share with him, and he with us, all our joys and sorrows, and yes, even our pain 

and suffering.  
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We heard Jesus himself use the cup image to refer to his suffering last 

Sunday: “My Father, if it is not possible that this cup pass without my drinking it, 

your will be done!”

For many of us, we’re invited to pray for spiritual communion with our 

Lord, for as long as we cannot receive the Eucharist physically.  So just as we have

to suffer the lack of sharing in the Eucharist together, we can still participate in the 

Paschal Mystery of Jesus’s passion and death—we’re all experiencing it right now. 

Jesus's actions at the Last Supper continue to draw people together around 

him, as he commanded us to do this in memory of him.  I think of all the 

livestreamed Masses in my social media feed, especially of the priests I was in 

seminary with.  I think of Pope Francis in a mostly empty St. Peter's Basilica at the 

Vatican, yet possibly being shared and watched by more people at the same time 

than ever before in human history.  

We have a deep hunger for the Eucharist, for communion with God, because 

from it, from Jesus, we draw our very life, our identity, both personally, as beloved 

children of God, and universally, as a Church.
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The Eucharist is our remembering together—commemoration—of Jesus's 

life, death, and resurrection.  Just as the Passover for the Jewish people constituted 

their identity as God's chosen people, so our communion with the Lord helps us 

remember who we are, especially in the midst of isolation and fear today.  

Our communion with the Lord also consists in our participation in his 

humble service for others, as he demonstrated with washing his disciples' feet, 

basically summing up his entire life.  Thus our liturgy of the Eucharist must bear 

fruit in our liturgy of the world.  We may not be able to do the things that we 

normally could, but we can still give of ourselves: we can donate to worthy causes 

to serve those in need, we can help make face masks so that others can stay 

healthy, we can share our prayers for all those most in need of God's divine 

assistance.  We can offer the sacrifice of this time, in solidarity, in union with all 

those who suffer around the world.

We celebrate tonight and at every Mass the passing-over of Jesus, from death

to new life.  Public Masses may have been suspended, but Masses are not 

cancelled.  We continue to hand on the tradition that Saint Paul received and 

handed on to us, of what Jesus did the night before he died.  We continue to live 

and celebrate our faith, who we are, as Jesus's disciples and his friends, in union 

with our sisters and brothers throughout our world.
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And while we look forward to the day when we can celebrate the Eucharist  

together again in-person as a community, we can still be united in offering the one, 

eternal, perfect sacrifice of Jesus.  For as often as we celebrate our communion 

with the Lord, our participation in his very life, we proclaim his death until he 

comes again.  We do all of this in remembrance of him, so that we may remember 

who we are.


