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11 April 2020                                   Easter Vigil (A)
Lots of Old Testament readings; Romans 6:3-11; Matthew 28:1-10

This is the night that even now, throughout the world, sets Christian 

believers apart from worldly vices and from the gloom of sin, leading them to 

grace and joining them to his holy ones.  

O truly blessed night, worthy alone to know the time and hour when Christ 

rose from the underworld!

We heard these words in the Exsultet, the great Easter Proclamation that 

opened our liturgy tonight, after the Easter candle was lit, spreading the light of 

Christ into the darkness of this night, into the darkness of our world. Even now, 

there is reason to rejoice: Jesus Christ, our Savior, our King, our Priest, has passed 

over from death to new life, defeating sin and death forever.

Thus, the Exsultet says, this night can set believers apart from sin, leading us

to God’s grace and joining us to each other throughout the world, especially to our 

sisters and brothers in heaven, who have also passed over from this life to eternity

—in other words, the communion of saints.  Remember that communion means 

sharing with each other on a deep level.
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O truly blessed night, worthy alone to know the time and hour when Christ 

rose from the underworld!  No one actually witnessed the moment that Jesus rose 

from the dead.  But this is not an embarrassment to our faith—we do have 

witnesses to an empty tomb, to angels proclaiming that Jesus was raised just as he 

said, and to appearances of the risen Lord.  All because of what happened on this 

truly blessed night.  Thus even though we are physically apart, we can witness, we 

can proclaim our Christian faith by sharing the joy and hope that Christ’s 

Resurrection brings us, especially now.

Saint Paul tells us in his letter to the Romans that we who were baptized into

Christ Jesus were baptized into his death.  “For if we have grown into union with 

him through a death like his, we shall also be united with him in the resurrection.”  

Paul repeats this several times: we have died with Christ, we have been buried with

Christ, and thus we will rise to new life with Christ.  

Once again we see the invitation for “communion” with our Lord, even if we

cannot receive the Eucharist physically.  We experience our pain and suffering, our 

isolation with Jesus, so that we can also experience new life with him.  
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Jesus did not die in order to take away death, but to transform it, from the 

inside out.  Jesus did not suffer in order to take away suffering, but to transform it, 

from the inside out.  Thus suffering and death have been redeemed, have been 

transformed into ways to encounter God, and to encounter each other, in love.  

Because Jesus has plunged into those depths himself, has taken the very presence 

of God there, and rose victorious.  

The women come to visit Jesus’s tomb at dawn on the first day of the week 

in our gospel reading.  It is a new day, a new week, a new beginning.  They witness

an angel rolling back the stone to the tomb and then sitting upon it.  It’s a pretty 

disarming, even funny scene if you picture it.  

The very messenger of God appears to tell the women the most important, 

the greatest news imaginable: that Jesus has been raised from the dead.  And this 

same angel is sitting on the very stone that sealed Jesus’s tomb, maybe even 

playfully kicking his legs around on it as tells them the Easter proclamation.  If the 

stone represents the power of sin and death, then the angel is playfully showing 

just how weak sin and death are compared to the power of God.
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The angel’s first words are some of the most important in the Scriptures: 

“Do not be afraid.”  Do not be afraid.  Do not be afraid of the power of God, the 

power of God to re-create us in his Son’s image, to liberate us from our 

enslavement to sin and fear, to release us from exile and isolation from him.  

The risen Jesus himself tells the women the same thing as they return to tell 

the disciples.  “Do not be afraid.”  Do not be afraid of his presence, of his desire 

for communion with us, to share with us everything.

We’re told that the women ran back “fearful yet overjoyed.”  Fearful yet 

overjoyed.  Perhaps we may feel the same way.  Fearful of the situation that we’re 

in, not knowing what life will look like in a month or even a week, or how long 

we’ll be in this current state of affairs, yet overjoyed that the risen Jesus comes to 

us in the midst of all our fears and sufferings.  He comes to us because he has 

destroyed the power of sin and death forever.  

And as I said earlier, we can truly witness, we can proclaim our Christian 

faith by sharing the joy and hope that Christ’s Resurrection brings us.  Share the 

Good News on social media, share it with your families, even if you can’t 

physically be together this Easter weekend.  Or, go old-school and call each other 

up, send greeting cards, something that reflects the joy of this holy season.
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In a few moments we will renew our baptismal promises.  Feel free to re-

light your candles at home, because that light represents our baptism, our dying 

and rising with Christ so that we can live in newness of life.  The light of Christ 

that first illuminated the darkness of this night can never be extinguished, for he is 

that one Morning Star that never sets.  May we experience that newness of the 

Risen Lord’s life once again.

For the Lord has truly risen.  Alleluia!


