
Opening Up



God of Heaven and Earth,

you created the one human family

and endowed each person with great dignity.

Aid us, we pray, in overcoming the sin of racism.

Grant us your grace in eliminating this blight

from our hearts, our communities, 

our social and civil institutions.



Fill our hearts with love for you and our neighbor

so that we may work with you

in healing our land from racial injustice.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.



SOME 
CONTEXT

• After Charlottesville, US bishops 

decided to write a document against 

racism

• Was published in their biannual 

general meeting in November 2018

• Overshadowed by resurgence of 

sexual abuse crisis

• Until now...



US BISHOPS 
AGAINST 
RACISM

• 1958: Discrimination and Christian Conscience

(segregation and Jim Crow laws)

• 1968: National Race Crisis (race riots)

• 1979: Brothers and Sisters to Us (institutional 

racism and economic inequalities)

• 1984: What We Have Seen and Heard (letter on 

evangelization from black US bishops) 

• 1992: A Time for Remembering, Reconciling, and 

Recommitting Ourselves as a People: Pastoral 

Reflections on the Fifth Centenary and Native 

American People



US BISHOPS 
AGAINST 
RACISM

• 1997: Reconciled Through Christ: On Reconciliation 

and Greater Collaboration Between Hispanic 

American and African American Catholics

• 2003: Strangers No Longer:Together on the Journey of 

Hope (joint Letter of US and Mexican bishops on 

migration)

• 2015: Encountering Christ in Harmony: A Pastoral 

Response to Our Asian and Pacific Island Brothers and 

Sisters

• 2016: Racism: Confronting the Poison in Our Common 

Home

• 2019: Night Will Be No More (Bishop Mark Seitz of 

El Paso, after the matanza)



WHAT IS 
RACISM?

• "Racism arises when—either consciously or 

unconsciously—a person holds that his or 

her own race of ethnicity is superior, and 

therefore judges persons of other races or 

ethnicities as inferior and unworthy of equal 

regard." (p. 3)

• "Racism occurs because a person ignores 

the fundamental truth that, because all 

humans share a common origin, they are all 

brothers and sisters, all equally made in the 

image of God. When this truth is ignored, 

the consequence is prejudice and fear of the 

other, and—all too often—hatred." (p. 4)



INTRODUCTION

• "Racism can often be found in our hearts—in 

many cases placed there unwillingly or 

unknowingly by our upbringing and 

culture." (p. 5)

• "The cumulative effects of personal sins of 

racism have led to social structures of 

injustice and violence that makes us all 

accomplices in racism." (p. 5)



INTRODUCTION

• "What is needed ... is a genuine conversion of 

heart ... that will compel change, and the 

reform of our institutions and society." (p. 7)

• "All of us are in need of personal, ongoing 

conversion.  Our churches and our civic and 

social institutions are in need of ongoing 

reform." (p. 7)



MICAH 6:8 You have been told, O mortal, what is good,

and what the LORD requires of you:

Only to do justice

and to love goodness,

and to walk humbly with your God.



DO JUSTICE

• "the one God who created the human race is 

Triune, a communion of truth and love … 

human beings are, by their very nature, made for 

communion. " (p. 9)

• original meaning of justice: "where we are in 

right relationship with God, with one another, 

and with the rest of God's creation." (p. 9)



DO JUSTICE

• Strong statement: "The evil of racism festers in 

part because, as a nation, there has been very 

limited formal acknowledgement of the 

harm done to so many, no moment of 

atonement, no national process of 

reconciliation and, all too often a neglect of 

our history." (p. 10)

• "As Christians, we are called to listen and know 

the stories of our brothers and sisters. We must 

create opportunities to hear, with open hearts, the 

tragic stories that are deeply imprinted on the 

lives of our brothers and sisters, if we are to be 

moved with empathy to promote justice." (p. 10)



THE NATIVE 
AMERICAN 
EXPERIENCE

• "Native Americans experienced deep wounds in 

the age of colonization and expansion, wounds 

that largely remain unhealed and strongly 

impact the generations to this day" (p. 11)

• "Colonial and later U.S. policies toward Native 

American communities were often violent, 

paternalistic, and were directed toward the 

theft of their land." (p. 11)



THE NATIVE 
AMERICAN 
EXPERIENCE

• "The effects of this evil remain visible in the great 

difficulties experienced by Native American 

communities today. Poverty, unemployment, 

inadequate health care, poor schools, the 

exploitation of natural resources, and 

disputes over land ownership are all factors 

that cannot, and should not, be ignored." (p. 12)

• "When one culture meets another, lack of 

awareness and understanding often leads to 

grossly distorted value judgments and 

prejudice." (p. 13)



THE AFRICAN 
AMERICAN 
EXPERIENCE

• "Africans were bought and sold as mere property, 

often beaten, raped, and literally worked to death. 

This form of slavery, known as chattel slavery, 

was different from and far more brutal than the 

slavery known in ancient times." (p. 13)

• "Consistently, African Americans have been 

branded, by individuals, society, and even, at times, 

by members of the Church, with the message that 

they are inferior. Likewise, this message has been 

imprinted into the U.S. social subconscious." 

(p. 14)



THE AFRICAN 
AMERICAN 
EXPERIENCE

• "we must recognize that generations of African 

Americans were disadvantaged by slavery, wage 

theft, “Jim Crow” laws, and by the 

systematic denial of access to numerous 

wealth-building opportunities reserved for 

others." (p. 14)

• "The poverty experienced by many of these 

communities has its roots in racist policies that 

continue to impede the ability of people to find 

affordable housing, meaningful work, 

adequate education, and social mobility." (pp. 

14-15)



THE 
HISPANIC 
EXPERIENCE

• "Since the Mexican-American War, Hispanics from 

various countries have experienced 

discrimination in housing, employment, 

healthcare, and education." (p. 15)

• "the large income gap between Hispanic and 

European Americans points to the persistence of 

certain discriminatory practices in employment and 

pay" (p. 16)



THE 
HISPANIC 
EXPERIENCE

• "Today, many Hispanics are often assumed to be 

in this country illegally. These attitudes of 

cultural superiority, indifference, and racism 

need to be confronted; they are unworthy of any 

follower of Christ." (p. 16)

• "many people of Hispanic heritage come from 

families that were in this land long before the 

borders changed" (p. 16)



HISTORICAL 
SUMMARY 

• "as a nation, we have never sufficiently 

contended with the impact of overt racism. 

Nor have we spent the necessary time to examine 

where the racist attitudes of yesterday have 

become a permanent part of our perceptions, 

practices, and policies of today, or how they have 

been enshrined in our social, political, and economic 

structures" (p. 16)

• "In examining the generational effects of 

racism on families, communities, and our 

Church, each of us can begin to act in solidarity to 

change the prospects for future generations." (p. 17)



LOVE 
GOODNESS

• "A person might admit to being prejudiced but 

certainly not racist." (p. 17)

• "When we begin to separate people in our 

thoughts for unjust reasons, when we start to 

see some people as ‘them’ and others as 

‘us,’ we fail to love." (p. 17)

• "Once ‘we have come to the conviction that one 

died for all’—and not just for ourselves—then 

‘the love of Christ impels us’ to see others 

as our brothers and sisters (2 Cor 5:14)" (p. 

18)



THE URGENT 
CALL OF 
LOVE

• Servant of God Father Augustus Tolton

• Freed slave

• Wanted to be become a priest but all US 

seminaries rejected him

• Went to seminary in Rome; ordained and wanted 

to go to Africa but was sent back to US

• Faced discrimination from white priests and people

• Moved to Chicago and served with great love

• Died in 1897 from heatstroke and exhaustion

• the Church taught him to always "pray and forgive 

my persecutors" (p. 19)



THE URGENT 
CALL OF 
LOVE

• Saint Katherine Drexel

• Dedicated her life to working with Native and 

African Americans (including here in Virginia)

• Established 50 missions for Native Americans

• Founded 50 schools for African Americans, 

including Xavier University of Louisiana

• Died in 1955

• "Let us open wide our hearts. It is joy which 

invites us. Press forward and fear nothing." (p. 20)



WALK 
HUMBLY 
WITH GOD

• "The truth is that the sons and daughters of the 

Catholic Church have been complicit in the evil 

of racism." (p. 21)

• Slavery

• Segregated churches/seating

• "Therefore we, the Catholic bishops in the United 

States, acknowledge the many times when the 

Church has failed to live as Christ taught—-

to love our brothers and sisters." (p. 22)



BEING OPEN TO 
ENCOUNTER 
AND NEW 
RELATIONSHIPS 

AND 

RESOLVING TO 
WORK FOR 
JUSTICE

• "To work at ending racism, we need to engage the 

world and encounter others—to see, maybe for 

the first time, those who are on the peripheries of 

our own limited view ... We must invite into 

dialogue those we ordinarily would not seek out. We 

must work to form relationships with those we 

might regularly try to avoid." (p. 23)

• "taking concrete action should include advocating for 

equality in how laws are implemented and advocating 

for moral budgets that reduce barriers to 

economic well-being, appropriate healthcare, 

education, and training." (p. 24)



EDUCATING 
OURSELVES

• "National Day of Prayer for Peace in Our 

Communities, which falls on the feast of St. Peter 

Claver (September 9), to organize activities 

that foster community, dialogue, and 

reconciliation." (p. 25)

• "We can provide experiences for children that 

expose them to different cultures and 

peoples. We can also draw upon the incredible 

diversity of the Church worldwide in providing 

education within the family" (p. 27)



EDUCATING 
OURSELVES

• "We ask [the faithful] to fight the evil of racism 

by educating themselves, reflecting on their 

personal thoughts and actions, listening to 

the experience of those who have been 

affected by racism, and by developing and 

supporting programs that help repair the damages 

caused by racial discrimination." (p. 27)



CONVERSION 
OF ALL 

AND 

OUR 
COMMITMENT 
TO LIFE

• "Prayer and working toward conversion must be 

our first response in the face of evil actions ... we must 

never limit our understanding of God’s power to bring 

about the conversion of even those whose hearts 

appear completely frozen by the sin of racism. Our 

communities must never cease to invite and 

encourage them in love to abandon these sinful 

thoughts and destructive ways." (p. 29)

• Strongest statement in the document: "The injustice 

and harm racism causes are an attack on 

human life ... As bishops, we unequivocally state that 

racism is a life issue." (p. 30)



SUMMARY •Pray

•Listen

•Study

•Reflect

•Respond



RESOURCES 
FROM THE 
USCCB

• usccb.org/racism

• Scripture reflections

• Examination of conscience

• also see diocesan prayer service on 

June 11, 2020

• Guide to dialogue on difficult issues



Mary, friend and mother to all,

through your Son, God has found a way

to unite himself to every human being,

called to be one people,

sisters and brothers to each other.

We ask for your help in calling on your Son,

seeking forgiveness for the times when

we have failed to love and respect one another.



We ask for your help in obtaining from your Son

the grace we need to overcome the evil of racism

and to build a just society.

We ask for your help in following your Son,

so that prejudice and animosity

will no longer infect our minds or hearts

but will be replaced with a love that respects

the dignity of each person.



Mother of the Church,

the Spirit of your Son Jesus

warms our hearts:

pray for us.


