
Blast Email to Parish – July 30, 2020 
 
 
 
Dear St. Ann Parishioners, 
 
We hope everyone is safe and healthy, and doing well in all of this summer heat!  We are excited that 
construction has re-started on the food pantry addition and the new kitchen.  Walls are being framed! 
 
Please read this email through, as there are some unusual things happening in the next few weeks and we 
want to make sure you are well-informed.  Thank you! 
 
----------------  
 
Farewell to Alex Jimenez 
This Sunday, August 2, is Alex Jimenez’s last day with us at St. Ann!  He has come to the end of his pastoral 
year assignment, and he’s been with us through all the twists and turns of this past year.  He will return in a 
couple weeks to Theological College at the Catholic University of America in Washington, DC, for his last two 
years of seminary.  God willing, he will be ordained a transitional deacon next spring (2021), and a priest after 
his last year in seminary (2022).  We will have the opportunity to say farewell to him at this weekend’s 
Masses. 
 
----------------  
 
Daily Mass Next Week – There will be no daily Mass livestreamed August 4-11 while Fr. Danny is away on a 
well-deserved vacation. 
 
----------------  
 
RESPONDING TO THE SIN OF RACISM 
21-Day Ignatian Racial Equity Challenge Continues! –  It’s not too late: the Ignatian Solidarity Network 
invites all to take part in a 21-day challenge, from July 20-August 9, as they enter into the complex work of 
understanding the realities of racial injustice and anti-Blackness in the U.S. The Ignatian Racial Equity 
Challenge is designed for all participants, regardless of race, ethnicity, prior anti-racism work, age, or 
background and will include opportunities to learn, pray, and act on different themes of racial equity. For 
more information and to sign up for the challenge: https://ignatiansolidarity.net/ignatian-racial-equity-
challenge/ 
 
----------------  
 
“75th Anniversary of Hiroshima and Nagasaki: A Time to Explore Catholic Responses to the Nuclear Threat” 
Thursday, August 6, 7:00-8:00pm 
The Office of Social Ministries of the Diocese of Richmond invites everyone to join an evening of education, 
reflection, and dialogue about the past, present, and future of nuclear weapons and nuclear testing. Church 
and community leaders will provide insight into why, and how, we as Catholics are called to respond to this 
pressing issue. 

Link: https://richmonddiocese.zoom.us/j/94053906306 
Dial in by Phone: 1-301-715-8592 
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Meeting ID: 940 5390 6306 
 

----------------  
 
St. Ann Resources – We are all being challenged in different ways by current events and personal 
experiences at this time. Please reach out to the parish if there is anything we can do to help you or your 
family.  In particular, we remind you of two resources that are available: 

• Stephen Ministry is a ministry of prayer, presence, and caring when someone is struggling with life’s 
ups and downs. A trained Stephen Minister, who is a member of St. Ann’s, will meet once a week 
with you, for as long or short a time as you need, in supportive, confidential, non-judgmental 
conversation. Meetings are being held in person (masked), by phone, or over zoom during the 
pandemic, whatever the two parties decide. If you or someone you know could use some support 
right now, consider Stephen Ministry. 

• Haga Fund – The parish has funds available to assist parishioners who find themselves in financial 
difficulty. If you are struggling, especially as a result of employment or income changes due to the 
virus, we would be honored to help. 

For either of these resources, contact Katie Johnson (kjohnson@stanncc.com; 804-526-2548). 
 
----------------  
 
Word of the Week - Attached to this email is a simple 2-page reflection and cartoon that will help you and 
your family prepare for this Sunday's Mass.   
  
----------------  
 
Youth Group Events  
LET’S GATHER IN PERSON!  Wait!  What?  Yep!  Let’s give it a try!  On Wednesdays, August 5, 19, & 26, 6:30-
8:00pm, we will gather just to gather and spend some time WITH each other.  Grab something to eat from 
the Food Trucks (come a little earlier—they finish at 7:00pm), or bring your own bag dinner, but let’s have 

meal together!  Open to all rising 6th-12th Graders (and any potential catechists for those grades      ).  Social 
distancing will be observed.  So bring your camp chairs, something to eat AND drink (I’m sure it will be hot), 
and let’s enjoy being together!  See you there!  Spread the word! 
 
A CALL TO ACTION: UNDERSTANDING EACH OTHER (THROUGH HISTORY) – Our High School folks continue 
their dialog on the issue of Racism this week where we will talk about the pressure, both personally and 
communally, that the need to address racism puts on young people. We invite other young people, and their 
parents should they like, to join us.  This gathering is a safe space to share stories, ask questions, and gain 
understanding.  NO JUDGEMENT, NO CRITICISM allowed!  We will be meeting weekly ON A NEW DATE, with 
our next gathering on Thursday, August 6 & 20 from 7:00-9:00pm via ZOOM. If you are interested in 
participating, please sign up using the link below.  This does not commit you, just lets us know that you’re 
interested.  Reminders are posted on Facebook and Band. 

ZOOM ID:  835 0502 9404 
Password:  089761 

 
WE HAVE SCHEDULED CONFIRMATION!  Consider this your Save-the-Date.  The Sacrament of Confirmation 
will be celebrated on Wednesday, August 26, 2020 at 7:00pm here at St. Ann.  Watch for more information 
regarding numbers, rehearsals, etc. to come soon! 
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SUNDAY FUNDAY, MIDDLE SCHOOL CHECKIN AN HIGH SCHOOL CHECKIN have been cancelled due to lack of 
participation.  Please join us for the IN PERSON gatherings when scheduled. 
 
Drive-In Movie! – Looking to do a possible drive-in movie night in the parking lot towards the end of August.  
Who’s in?  Send Elise a movie suggestion! 
 
Elise will be on vacation July 25-August 2 and August 8-15, with limited access to email.  She will check in as 
she is able, but for emergencies, please contact Linda Mingos at lmingos@stanncc.com.   
 
----------------  
 
Food Truck on Wednesday, August 5 – Momma's BBQ -  4:00-7:00pm.  To check out their menu, reviews, 
and the link for pre-orders, go to:  https://www.facebook.com/mommasbbqrva. You can pre-order and drive 
through or walk up to order.  Bring a lawn chair and join the growing group of St. Ann parishioners who are 
dining under the shade trees. 
 
----------------  
 
Octave of Service – As part of the bicentennial celebration of the Diocese of Richmond, the Office of Social 
Ministries is inviting all parishes to celebrate an Octave of Service from September 27th, the Feast of Saint 
Vincent DePaul, to October 4th. More information will be available later about diocesan plans, but we’re also 
looking for ideas about how we might observe this Octave of Service here at St. Ann.  Do you have an idea of 
a project we could undertake? An issue we could or should address?  A need in the community that we could 
meet with a quick, concerted effort by the parish? Let’s dream together! Please share any ideas you have 
with Katie Johnson (kjohnson@stanncc.com; 804-526-2548). “Bonus points” if your idea could involve 
parishioners of all ages – let’s all get involved! 
 
----------------  
 
Mass Procedure Reminders 
The diocese has updated Mass guidelines to reflect the easing of pandemic restrictions in our area.  Please 
note these recent revisions to our procedures: 

• You will no longer have to fill out a contact form, nor will you be asked the three health questions. 

• The questions (now statements) will be posted on the doors of the church and we will be crafting a 
poster that you can read easily when you enter the Commons. By entering the building, you are 
saying “YES” or “TRUE” to these statements: 

o Your temperature is under 100.4 degrees. 
o You or anyone in your household DOES NOT have a new cough or new shortness of breath. 
o In the past two weeks, you or anyone in your household HAS NOT had a fever.   
o In the past two weeks, you HAVE NOT been exposed – defined as less than six feet for 

greater than 15 minutes – to anyone who has tested positive for COVID-19 without wearing 
the appropriate Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) as defined by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

• In addition, when you enter the building you are granting permission for your image to be part of the 
livestream and archived video of Mass (currently only the 9:00am Mass on Sunday). 

What has not changed: 

• Everyone aged 7 and older will be required to wear a mask the entire time they are in the building, 
with the exception of its brief removal when consuming the Eucharist. 
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• Ushers will seat parishioners before Mass in order to maintain social distancing. 

• This means that our capacity remains at approximately 88 people. 

• You are asked to follow the ushers’ guidance at communion and dismissal, in order to maintain social 
distancing. 

• Anything else, unless specifically stated above as changed, remains the same as Phase II. 
 
And a few more reminders: 

• If you or a loved one are staying at home and would like to receive communion, please let us know. 
Masks, social distancing, and a very brief visit will help keep both parties as safe as possible. Please 
contact Katie Johnson (kjohnson@stanncc.com; 804-526-2548). 

• If you are the leader/facilitator of a small group at St. Ann (prayer group, Stephen Ministry, etc.) and 
would like to resume meeting in person, please contact the appropriate member of the staff and 
he/she will provide you with the details. 

 
----------------  
 
Let us pray this week for those parts of our country and world where the virus is resurging – for those who 
are ill, their families, health care personnel, and for the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, that the virus 
may be quelled. 
 
Have a blessed week! 
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