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27-28 March 2021                                    Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion (B) 

Isaiah 50:4-7 

Philippians 2:6-11 

Mark 14:1-15:47 

  

 Crises and challenges tend to evoke a wide range of emotions: anxiety and 

fear, discouragement and sadness, frustration and anger.  Just review all the 

emotions we had this past year. 

 

 The passion narrative that we just heard has a wide variety of emotions from 

many different people.  The benevolent woman who anoints Jesus's head; the 

disciples who don’t have the strength to keep watch with Jesus or stay with him in 

his darkest hour; Peter, who has a firm resolve to stay true to Jesus, but then caves 

in to the pressure when he’s asked directly about him; the religious leaders and 

Pontius Pilate, who are afraid of an apparent troublemaker who threatens their 

authority; the crowds of people, who go from welcoming Jesus as a Messiah into 

Jerusalem, only to turn on him and mock him all the way to his crucifixion.  And of 

course, Jesus himself. 
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 If John's gospel sometimes gets a bad rap for portraying Jesus as too divine 

or too unrelatable, Mark's gospel sometimes gets a bad rap for the opposite: for 

portraying Jesus as too human, too emotional.  And we definitely see Jesus 

emotional in his prayer in the garden, when he begs his Father to take the cup of 

his impending suffering away from him.   

  

 But overall, in Mark's passion narrative, Jesus is calm and determined once 

he is handed over to the authorities.  And Mark relates Jesus stating the most direct 

claim of his identity in all the passion narratives, as he responds to his accuser's 

question of whether he is the Christ, the son of God, by saying, “I am; and 'you 

will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power and coming with the 

clouds of heaven.'” 

  

 Jesus basically seals his own fate by giving such a direct claim of his divine 

identity, as the leaders have all the evidence they need to condemn him for 

blasphemy.  Jesus is able to channel his emotions to help him commit to his 

destiny, his mission, all the way to his death on the cross.  This does not mean that 

he did not continue to plead with God to save him from his excruciating death, or 

that he did not feel abandoned by his friends, or even by God.  Jesus could have 

been determined and afraid at the same time.  
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 Jesus did not suppress his emotions, but prayed with them to God and shared 

them with his friends.  He listened patiently and expressed himself when it was 

prudent. 

 

 For us, with the all the emotions that we have, we can also channel them into 

the mission in life we have right now.  We can relate them to God and pray from 

where we stand, we can express them in healthy ways to people we trust, and we 

can in turn listen to each other and share each other's emotional burdens as well. 

 

 As we begin Holy Week and look forward to celebrating the central events 

of our faith, we take stock of where we are in our lives, the burdens that we’ve 

been carrying, and we seek to follow Jesus, all the way to the cross, and beyond. 


