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6-7 June 2020                                   Most Holy Trinity (A) 

Exodus 34:4b-6, 8-9; 2 Cor 13:11-13; John 3:16-18 

 

 From revelation, we know that the one God who created the human race is 

Triune, a communion of truth and love, and so by faith we recognize all the more 

clearly that human beings are, by their very nature, made for communion.  Pope 

Benedict XVI noted, “As a spiritual being, the human creature is defined through 

interpersonal relations.  The more authentically he or she lives these relations, the 

more his or her personal identity matures.  It is not by isolation that man 

establishes his worth, but by placing himself in relation with others and with God.” 

 

 This is a long quote from a document that the US bishops published in 

November 2018, called Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call to Love – A 

Pastoral Letter Against Racism.  More than just virtue signaling, or pointing the 

proverbial finger at what needs fixing in our society, the bishops start with what we 

believe about ourselves.  From faith, we know that each and every person is made 

in the “image and likeness” of God, that we each have the gift of freedom and 

intelligence.   
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 And since we believe that God has revealed himself as an eternal 

communion, an eternal relationship of Father, Son, and Spirit, being created in that 

image and likeness must mean that we also are made to be in communion, in 

relationship with him and with each other.   

 

 This fundamental truth of our faith about God is what we celebrate this 

weekend: God as Father, Son, and Spirit, that eternal communion of life and love 

that we’re invited to share in, starting in this life.   

 

Whenever we talk about the Trinity, remember that we believe in one God, 

three “persons”, or relationships.  One God, one nature, one substance, but three 

“hypostases”, in the philosophical sense.  Our human language is always going to 

be limited in describing what is essentially a mystery.  The Church Fathers came 

up with the language about God that we profess in the Creed, but we’ll always fall 

short of describing, or even understanding, that reality fully.   

 

 What we can say is that God revealed himself to us, he has communicated 

himself and his plan of salvation to us throughout our salvation history.  From 

creation to his covenant with his chosen people through Moses, to the Incarnation 

of his only Son in Jesus Christ, to the sending of the Spirit after his death and 

resurrection, God has constantly been in relationship with us.   
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 Christians prayed to God as Father, Son, and Spirit before they actually had 

to define what they meant by that belief.  Thus we hear Saint Paul use a trinitarian 

greeting to close his second letter to the Corinthians: “The grace of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship [or communion] of the Holy Spirit 

be with all of you.” 

 

 The context of both of Paul’s letters to the Corinthians was that they were 

facing tough divisions and difficult issues.  I think we can make connections to the 

current situation in our country today.  Thus, Paul says, “Mend your ways, 

encourage one another, agree with one another, live in peace, and the God of love 

and peace will be with you.” 

 

 Now when Paul tells us to “agree with one another”, I don’t think he means 

that we have to agree on every single thing under the sun—that wouldn’t be 

reasonable, nor I think, would it be desirable.  He focuses on agreeing on the things 

that will allow us to live in peace with each other.   

 

 We as a society, as a Church, are enriched by our diversity.  And I mean 

diversity in the broadest sense.  We all come from different backgrounds, different 

cultures, different perspectives.   
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 Look at our triune God—the perfect example of unity in diversity.  

Everything that the Father is, he shares with the Son, except the fact that he is still 

the Father.  Same for the Son and the Spirit, and the Father and the Spirit.  They 

mutually enrich each other by their unity and their individual uniqueness.   

 

 In their document on racism, the US bishops said, “Racism occurs because a 

person ignores the fundamental truth that, because all humans share a common 

origin, they are all brothers and sisters, all equally made in the image of God.  

When this truth is ignored, the consequence is prejudice and fear of the other, 

and—all too often—hatred.” 

 

 Because of this, and because, as Pope Francis had said, “God has found a 

way to unite himself to every human being in every age”, we need to confront our 

divisions with charity, our differences with true encounter and peaceful dialogue 

with each other, that respects the inherent dignity of every single person.   

  

 And as the bishops said, that begins with each one of us examining our 

consciences, opening wide our hearts to whatever still needs to be converted so 

that we truly see each other as sisters and brothers in one human family.   
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We all have prejudices, stereotypes, attitudes, about other people, whether 

conscious or subconscious, perhaps rooted in our upbringing or past experiences.  I 

know I have mine.  This is where placing ourselves in relation with others comes 

in, truly listening to each other and our experiences, all in Christian charity. 

 

If God so loved the world that he gave his only Son so that everyone who 

believes in him might have eternal life, and that eternal life is a present reality right 

now to the extent that we are in relationship with him, then that eternal life can also 

be present in the communion, the sharing of life and love that we have with each 

other.  That is present in the Eucharist that we share, whether in-person or 

spiritually, one with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 


