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20-21 June 2020                                    12th Sun in OT (A) 

Jeremiah 20:10-13; Romans 5:12-15; Matthew 10:26-33 

  

St. John Henry Newman, the great English convert to Catholicism, lived in 

the 19th century, and left behind a rich legacy of writings: sermons, theology, and 

poetry.  In one of his personal meditations on God as Creator, he wrote this: 

God has created me to do Him some definite service; He has committed 

some work to me which He has not committed to another.  I have my 

mission—I may never know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next.  

 

 Newman faced his share of adversity in his life, from Catholics who didn’t 

trust him because he was Anglican, and from former Anglican friends who 

disowned him because he became Catholic.  Yet he didn’t let that deter him from 

his vocation, his mission, that he received from God.   

 

 Now that we’re back in our cycle of Scripture readings for Ordinary Time, 

we jump right back into Matthew’s gospel, in medias res, in the middle of things 

happening.  Jesus is in the middle of giving his disciples instructions right before 

he sends them out on mission, to do the same work he came to do: to proclaim the 

kingdom of God, to heal the sick, to drive out demons.   
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 Thus Jesus encourages them not to be afraid of those who will oppose them 

or even persecute them, just as virtually all the righteous prophets, like Jeremiah, 

faced similar challenges.  And thus Jesus encourages us not to be afraid of 

adversity in our own vocation or mission from God in our lives.  He comforts us 

with the fact that our heavenly Father knows us perfectly, intimately—he is not 

some distant “supervisor” that only checks up on us once in a while.  He’s always 

present, he knows our needs more than we do. 

 

 There’s another person I’d like to mention who fulfilled his mission with 

God’s divine help.  Father Augustus Tolton, who I’ve preached about before, was 

the first black diocesan priest in the US.  He and his family were freed slaves, and 

he wanted to become a priest, but no seminary in the US would admit him, because 

he was black—to our eternal shame. 

 

 He ended up going to seminary and getting ordained a priest in Rome, but 

ended up coming back to the US, where we faced great adversity from both priests 

and people.  But he persevered, ending up serving as a pastor in Chicago, and 

dying at the age of 43 from heatstroke and exhaustion.   
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Father Tolton once wrote, “The Catholic Church deplores a double slavery—

that of the mind and that of the body.  She endeavors to free us of both.”  He often 

spoke of how the Church had taught him to always “pray and forgive [his] 

persecutors.”  I’m sure that sustained him throughout his difficult ministry.   

 

 For us, whatever vocation, whatever calling we have in life, especially 

fathers on this Fathers’ Day (weekend), we have to be reminded continually to 

remain close to Jesus so that he can drive out our fear or anxiety.  There may be 

external or internal factors that cause us adversity: sickness, economic hardship, 

addiction or bad habits, our sins themselves.  In particular, the demon of racism 

continues to rear its ugly head in our society, and it affects all of us.  And thus we 

all need to listen to each other’s stories and experiences in order to drive it out. 

 

 Saint Paul talks about sin and redemption in his letter to the Romans.  We 

only need to look around to see that sin and evil continue to affect us.  But the very 

good news is that the gift of God in Jesus Christ, the redemption he won for us, 

infinitely outweighs the weight of our sin.  “…how much more did the grace of 

God and the gracious gift of the one man Jesus Christ overflow for the many.”   
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Jesus reconciles us to the Father and to each other, and so in this moment in 

our country’s history, I think he calls us to the particular mission of being ministers 

of reconciliation ourselves.  Through our prayer, through our listening, through our 

study and reflection, and our response in love.  And we’ll be offering some 

opportunities for this starting the next couple weeks—see our last blast email for 

more details. 

 

 I’ll conclude with the rest of St. John Henry Newman’s meditation on the 

mission God gave him: 

  

Yet I have a part in this great work; I am a link in a chain, a bond of 

connection between persons.  He has not created me for naught.  I shall do good; I 

shall do His work; I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in my own 

place, while not intending it if I do but keep His commandments and serve Him in 

my calling.  

 

Therefore, I will trust Him.  Whatever I am, I can never be thrown away.  If I 

am in sickness, my sickness may serve Him; in perplexity, my perplexity may serve 

Him; if I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve Him.  My sickness, or perplexity, or 

sorrow may be necessary causes of some great end, which is quite beyond us. 
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He does nothing in vain; He may prolong my life, He may shorten it; He 

knows what He is about.  He may take away my friends, He may throw me among 

strangers, He may make me feel desolate, make my spirits sink, hide my future from 

me—Still, He knows what He is about. 


