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3 April 2021                                  Easter Vigil (B) 

  

 Christ yesterday and today; 

The Beginning and the End; 

The Alpha and the Omega. 

All time belongs to him 

And all the ages. 

To him be glory and power 

Through every age and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 These are the words the presider says as the great Easter candle is prepared 

outside at the fire at the beginning of this awesome liturgy.  I always look forward 

to saying these words, acclaiming in poetic language the sheer cosmic significance 

of Jesus Christ’s Passover from death to new glorified life, life that will never die 

again.   

 

 In professing our belief that Jesus truly died and was raised, we believe that 

he has not only brought God’s presence, his divinity, to death itself, but he has also 

brought our presence, our humanity, to new life with God. 
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 This cosmic significance also brings with it a very personal dimension.  

Jesus did not just reconcile the world to God in a general sense; he has shed his 

peaceful light on each and every one of us. 

 

Aside from the Easter season, the Easter candle is lit at both baptisms and 

funerals, as a powerful symbol of not only Christ’s triumph over death, but also the 

flame of faith that we’re called to keep burning brightly in our hearts, starting from 

the moment of our baptism, until when we meet the Lord face-to-face. 

 

 The light of Christ from this candle that illuminated this church as we 

processed in is entrusted to each one of us, as we heard in the Exsultet, the great 

Easter proclamation that I chanted after the candle was placed here: 

 But now we know the praises of this pillar, which glowing fire ignites for 

God’s honor, a fire into many flames divided, yet never dimmed by sharing of its 

light. 

 

 The light of Christ can never be extinguished, never be overcome by the 

darkness.  It is never weakened by sharing it; in fact, the light grows, it is 

strengthened, the more it is spread, the more it is shared.  But that flame of faith 

must still be kept alive in our hearts once we’ve received it. 
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 When our own flame of faith grows dim or even goes out among the winds 

of our lives, do we hesitate to ask God and the people around us for help in stirring 

that gift of faith into flame again? 

 

 Tonight, in a very special way, we celebrate how the light of Christ has taken 

hold in our RCIA elect.  Through the help of your godparents and sponsors, family 

and friends, and all those who have helped nourished that gift of faith in you along 

this journey, you have come to this holy night, in which the fruits of Christ’s 

victory will be shared with you in the sacraments of initiation. 

 

 Through baptism, you will be made a new creation in the image of Christ.  

Through confirmation, you will be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit.  And 

through sharing in the Eucharist, you will share in the work of our redemption 

accomplished by Christ, in his own Body and Blood. 

 

 But for all of us, whether we were baptized last year, 35 years ago, or 70 

years ago, may tonight be an opportunity for us to stir that gift of faith into flame 

once again. 
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May this flame be found still burning by the Morning Star: the one Morning 

Star who never sets, Christ your Son, who, coming back from death’s domain, has 

shed his peaceful light on humanity, and lives and reigns for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 


