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10 May 2020                                                                      5th Sunday of Easter (A) 

Acts 6:1-7; 1 Peter 2:4-9; John 14:1-12 

 

 On any given day, many of us have to fulfill different roles in our lives.  For 

example, you may be a student, an athlete, a supportive friend for others.  If you're 

a mother, you're a provider, a driver, a source of love and protection for your 

children.  And hopefully these different roles we play truly enrich each other. 

 

 And so, our universal Church has many roles as well.  We see three different 

yet complementary roles in our readings today.  First, in the Acts of the Apostles, 

as the early Church continues to grow, there arises some conflict between Jewish 

Christians and Hellenist or Greek Christians, as each group tended to look out for 

their own.  The Hellenists complain that the widows and orphans, the poor and 

needy in their group, were not being sufficiently cared for by the wider community.  

So the 12 apostles call together the entire community, and they decide to 

commission seven men from the Hellenists themselves to attend to this task.   
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 Here, the Greek word translated as “to serve” comes from the root diakonia, 

from which we get the word “deacon”.  And thus we see the Church's concern for 

the poor and needy now becoming official or institutionalized, in a sense.  In every 

age, the Church is called to fulfill the role of diakonia, of service to all, especially 

the less fortunate.  Also, we see that the Church's role of service can itself be a 

source of unity, to bridge various differences among people. 

 

 The first letter of Peter provides us with another very important image for 

the Church.  First, Peter uses the image of Jesus Christ as the cornerstone of a 

building, which was rejected by the builders, an image taken from Psalm 118 that 

we prayed and sang on Easter Sunday: “This is the day the Lord has made; let us 

rejoice and be glad.” 

 

 Peter develops this image further: Christ is a living stone, and thus we as 

believers in him are also living stones, “built into a spiritual house to be a holy 

priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”  

Thus, as important as our church buildings are, and I'm sure many of us are hoping 

to return to worship in our church building soon, and our construction projects are 

continuing (albeit slowly), the more important thing is that the Church is, first and 

foremost, always and everywhere, people.  The Church is the people of God, 

gathered together—sometimes virtually—to offer prayer and worship to God. 
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 Just like the Jewish people were the chosen people of God by covenant with 

him, we as believers in Christ are the people of God through his sacrifice, the one 

eternal sacrifice that he invites us to share in.   

 

 And finally, in our gospel reading from John, we hear the beginning of 

Jesus's farewell discourse.  Jesus and his disciples are still seated around the Last 

Supper table, and thus before he “leaves” them by his passion and death, he gives 

them one last pep talk.  In it, he'll remind them of what he's taught them throughout 

his time with them, he'll offer them comfort and encouragement, guidance for the 

future, and perhaps most importantly, he'll continue to draw them into the 

relationship, the communion, he has with the Father, through the Holy Spirit.   

 

 The same goes for us: if we feel that Jesus has “left” us in some way, 

especially during this crisis, perhaps we can let him speak these words of comfort 

and encouragement to us today.   

 

 Thus, Jesus says, “Do not let your hearts be troubled … In my Father's house 

there are many dwelling places … If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

back again and take you to myself, so that where I am you also may be … I am the 

way, and the truth, and the life … If you know me, then you will also know my 

Father … Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” 
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 The image or role that we can glean from this is that the Church is 

communion with the Father, through Jesus, in the Spirit.  Because of the 

communion that Jesus has with the Father, and because Jesus invites us into 

relationship with him, we truly can share that same communion with the Father.   

 

 Thus all these images or roles of the Church taken together present us with a 

fuller description of who we are called to be as a Church: servant to everyone, 

especially those in need, the people of God gathered in prayer, and communion 

with the Father.  On any given day, we may identify more with one or another, just 

like the various roles that we play in our lives.  Some days we may have to focus 

on paying the bills and providing, and some days we can hopefully be at peace and 

rest simply in who we are, like mothers on this Mother's Day.   

 

  The point is that we need all these roles together—not any single one by 

itself can define who we are in our own lives, and who we are as a Church.  

Communion with the Father through Jesus implies a very personal dimension of 

our relationship with God.  But this is balanced out by the Church as the people of 

God gathered together, in community.  And service to those in need reminds us that 

God's love for us impels us to serve our neighbor in charity. 
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 If we find ourselves pulled in different directions by the various roles we 

play in our lives, may we find our anchor in who we are as beloved children of 

God and disciples of Jesus, who is the cornerstone of our faith. 


