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4 April 2021                           Easter Sunday (B) 

Acts 10:34a, 37-43  

Colossians 3:1-4  

John 20:1-9 

  

 Jesus Christ is risen today.  Our Lenten penances have given way to the joy 

and feasts of Easter.  Because Jesus has risen from the dead, and his light of life 

overcomes the darkness in our world, the darkness in our lives. 

 

 Today we encounter Christ who truly suffered, truly died, and truly rose to 

new life, not just to his former physical life, but to glorious eternal life, life that 

will never suffer or die again.  And our encounter with the risen Lord must 

transform us somehow.   

 

 Saint Peter went from denying Jesus during his passion, to abandoning him, 

to seeing the empty tomb on Easter morning and not understanding, but then to 

encountering the risen Lord and becoming his witness, to the point that he had the 

strength and courage to proclaim his faith to the crowds of people in today's first 

reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
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 The same should go for us.  Our encounter with the risen Lord may take 

place even in the midst of darkness in our lives, in the midst of pain and suffering, 

of sin or addiction, of loss or loneliness.  But this encounter sheds light on our life, 

so that we are transformed from believers to disciples, followers of Jesus, and from 

disciples to apostles, those who witness to their faith in the world today. 

 

 Saint Paul tells us the sheer importance of baptism and faith in our New 

Testament reading from his letter to the Colossians: “If then you were raised with 

Christ [in baptism], seek what is above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of 

God.  Think of what is above, not of what is on earth.”   

 

 Our life in Christ calls us to give up trying to save ourselves, trying to do 

things without God's help, not letting faith and prayer be a part of our daily lives.  

Just as Jesus had to suffer and die in order to defeat sin and death through his 

resurrection, we might have to surrender thinking in earthly terms, in terms of what 

is convenient for us, and let our Lenten attitudes continue to draw us closer to God, 

to trust more deeply in him. 
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 In a few moments, we will all renew our baptismal promises.  We will be 

sprinkled with holy water, taken from the baptismal font that was blessed at the 

Easter Vigil last night, which will serve to remind us of the most important day of 

our lives: when we were baptized and became beloved children of God, sharers in 

Christ's victory over sin and death. 

 

 By the way we live our lives, by the way we encounter Jesus in the 

sacraments and strive to respond to our baptismal calling to be his witnesses, we 

can announce to others that there truly is reason to hope and be joyful in our world 

today. 

 

 The light of this Easter candle will stay burning at our liturgies of the 50 

days of the Easter season.  Let this light help us to remember the importance of our 

Baptism, our Confirmation, our sharing in the Eucharist, as a family of faith.  Let 

us resolve once again, as we renew our baptismal promises, to believe that Jesus 

has truly risen from the dead, that he has conquered all the darkness in our world, 

to live as children of his light, and to keep the flame of faith alive in our hearts. 

 

 For the Lord has truly risen!  Alleluia! 


