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O Mary, 
You shine continuously 
on our journey 
as a sign of salvation and 
hope. 
We entrust ourselves to 
you, Health of the Sick, 
who, at the foot of the 
cross, 
were united with Jesus’ 
suffering, 
and persevered in your 
faith. 

 

“Protectress of the 
Roman people”, 
you know our needs, 
and we know that you 
will provide, 
so that, as at Cana in 
Galilee, 
joy and celebration may 
return 
after this time of trial. 

 



Help us, Mother of Divine 
Love, 
to conform ourselves to 
the will of the Father 
and to do what Jesus 
tells us. 
For he took upon himself 
our suffering, 
and burdened himself 
with our sorrows 
to bring us, through the 
cross, 
to the joy of the 
Resurrection. Amen. 
 

 

 

We fly to your 
protection, 
O Holy Mother of God; 
Do not despise our 
petitions 
in our necessities, 
but deliver us always 
from every danger, 
O Glorious and Blessed 
Virgin. 
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Dei Verbum 

• Vatican II's Dogmatic Constitution on Divine 
Revelation (1965) 

• Source of most of the quotes/footnotes in the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church's chapter on 
revelation, Scripture, Tradition 

• Relatively short—about 10 pages! 

 



Divine Revelation 

• God's self-communication to humanity through 
deeds and words over the course of salvation 
history 

–  Old Testament (Creation, Abraham, Moses, and 
the prophets) 

–New Testament (Jesus: Incarnation, Death and 
Resurrection, and sending out of Holy Spirit) 

• Fullness of revelation in the person of Jesus 
Christ: he reveals the innermost being of God 
(John 1:1-18) 

• No further public revelation until Christ returns 

 



Divine Revelation 

• Holy Spirit helps us to make act of faith in God’s 
revelation and to bring forth a deeper 
understanding of it 

• God can be known by human reason from 
created reality, but it is through His revelation 
that He can be known with ease, solid certitude, 
and without trace of error 

 

 

 



Scripture and Tradition 

• No particular definition of Tradition in DV 

• But major elements are presented: 

–   “...sacred tradition takes the word of God 
entrusted by Christ the Lord and the Holy Spirit to 
the Apostles, and hands it on to their 
successors in its full purity, so that led by the 
light of the Spirit of truth, they may in proclaiming it 
preserve this word of God faithfully, explain it, 
and make it more widely known” (DV 9) 

 



Scripture and Tradition 

• Very important teachings of DV: 

– “...it is not from Sacred Scripture alone that the 
Church draws her certainty about everything which 
has been revealed...both Sacred Tradition and 
Sacred Scripture are to be accepted and 
venerated with the same sense of loyalty and 
reverence” (DV 9) 

 

– “Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scripture form one 
sacred deposit of the word of God” (DV 10) 



The Role of the Magisterium 

 Magisterium: bishops around the world led by the 
Pope 

 Have the “task of authentically interpreting the 
word of God” in Scripture and Tradition: 

– To serve and teach the word of God 

– To maintain the integrity of the faith as it is 
passed on 

– To ensure universal, consistent teaching in 
matters of faith and morals 

 Belief in the Church is an article of faith... 



Inspiration and Inerrancy 

 Another very important teaching of DV 

 God inspired human beings in committing 
revelation to writing in Scripture, and both are true 
authors—not dictation: 

– “God chose men and while employed by Him they 

made use of their powers and abilities, so that with 

Him acting in them and through them, they, as true 

authors, consigned to writing everything and only 

those things which He wanted” (DV 11) 



Inspiration and Inerrancy 

 What DV teaches about inerrancy: 

– “Scripture must be acknowledged as teaching 

solidly, faithfully and without error that truth 

which God wanted put into sacred writing for 

the sake of [our] salvation” (DV 11) 

 

• There are different genres in Scripture and each 
have their own way of communicating truth (e.g. 
historical, moral, prophetic, and spiritual) 



Scripture Interpretation 

 

 

 

Two “senses” of Scripture: 

–Literal sense (not literalist) 

• Discerning the meaning the human author/editor 
intended 

• Historical-critical method: historical and literary 
contexts, development of text over time 

• Focuses on original languages (Hebrew, Greek) 

• Usually addressed in modern Scripture 
commentaries, secular classes 

• Indispensable because of the distance between our 
time and the time of the written text 



Scripture Interpretation 

 

 

 

–Spiritual sense 

• Reading Scripture with the same Spirit in which it 
was written (taking divine inspiration into account) 

• Centered on relationship with Christ and the Church 

• Unity of the whole of Scripture, which points to 
salvation in Christ's paschal mystery 

• Context of living Tradition, inner cohesion of the 
content of faith 

• Exemplified by Church Fathers' commentaries 

• Also indispensable because God speaks to us 
through Scripture in every age 



Scripture Interpretation 

 

 

 

Have to keep both senses in balance, keeping in 
mind both God and human beings are true 
authors 

– e.g., Benedict XVI's Jesus of Nazareth series, 
Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture series 

Always have to be docile to the teachings of the 
Church—remember S and T form one deposit of 
God's word 

– limits on individualistic interpretation 

Humility is essential: we must be wary of 
making Scripture say what we want it to say 



Scripture Interpretation 

 

 

 

Approach all Scripture as an encounter with 
the Person of Jesus Christ, animated by the 
Holy Spirit 

– In a spirit of prayer and meditation 

–Not merely or even primarily an intellectual 
exercise 

– Intellectual study should help us in our prayerful 
relationship with the Incarnate Word of God 



Scripture in the Spiritual Life 

 

 

 

Exhortation from DV: 

– “ 'For ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of 
Christ.'  Therefore, [the faithful] should gladly put 
themselves in touch with the sacred text itself, 
whether it be through the liturgy, rich in the divine 
word, or through devotional reading, or through 
instructions suitable for the purpose and other aids” 
(DV 25) 

 

– “ … remember that prayer should accompany the 
reading of Sacred Scripture, so that God and man 
may talk together” (DV 25) 

 



Scripture in the Spiritual Life 

 

 

 

Liturgy of the Word at Mass: 

– “[Christ] is present in His word, since it is He 
Himself who speaks when the holy scriptures are 
read in the Church” (Sacrosanctum Concilium 7) 

“For in the sacred books, the Father who is in 
heaven meets His children with great love and 
speaks with them” (DV 21) 

–Scripture and our spiritual lives begin with Mass! 

–Listen attentively to the readings and homily 

–Prayerfully read the readings before and afterward, 
in context if possible 

 



Scripture in the Spiritual Life 

 

 

 

Bible studies 

–Use a Catholic “study edition” bible, or one with 
footnotes and introductions to each book 

–Use a good commentary that balances literal and 
spiritual senses 

 

Scripture in popular devotions 

–Rosary 

–Stations of the Cross 



Scripture in the Spiritual Life 

 

 

 

Liturgy of the Hours 

–The “prayer of the Church”: the Church around the 
world prays without ceasing 

–Office of Readings, Morning Prayer (Lauds), 
Daytime Prayer, Evening Prayer (Vespers), Night 
Prayer (Compline) 

–Basic structure: psalms or canticles, Scripture 
reading, intercessions/prayers 

–All clergy and religious are obligated to pray it 
every day; laity are highly encouraged as well 

–Available online, iBreviary app 



Lectio Divina 

 

 

 

“Holy reading”: can apply this to Scripture or any 
theological or devotional text, individually or in a 
group 

– Lectio: read the passage slowly, perhaps several 
times 

• What does the text say in itself? (literal sense) 

–Meditatio: meditate on a particular sentence or 
phrase that resonates with you 

• What is the Lord saying to me/us? (spiritual 
sense) 

 



Lectio Divina 

 

 

 

–Oratio: pray, dialogue with God (encounter) 

• What do I/we say to the Lord in response to his 
word? 

–Contemplatio: remain in the presence of God 

• What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the 
Lord asking of me/us? 

–Actio: cooperate with God's Word 

• What do I/we need to do to serve God and 
others in charity? 

 



ARRR 

 

 

 

Another way of reading Scripture in a lectio-style: 

–Acknowledge: the interior movements of your 
heart—thoughts, feelings, desires 

–Relate: relate your interior movements to God 

–Receive: stay in external and internal silence as 
you wait for God to “speak” to you (e.g., in 
thoughts, feelings, desires) 

–Respond: pray in spontaneous praise and 
thanksgiving to God 



Concluding Thoughts 

 

 

 

We must be humble when reading and 
interpreting Scripture 

Remember that we rely on both Scripture and 
Tradition (be careful of apologetics that are based 
only on one or the other) 

Scripture can mediate our relationship with the 
living God, through Jesus Christ, in the Spirit 

God's word has been given to the Church as a 
whole—to build up the Body of Christ in faith, 
hope, and love 



Questions? 
Comments? 



Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of 

your Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your 

faithful and kindle in them the fire of your 

love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be 

created. And You shall renew the face of the 

earth. 

 

 O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, 

did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant 

that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly 

wise and ever enjoy His consolations, 

Through Christ Our Lord, Amen. 
 

 

 

 



Backup Slides 



Break 



Scripture and Tradition 

Both are inspired by God, in their own ways 

Form two modes of transmitting revelation, 
entrusted to the Church under the leadership of 
the Magisterium... 

 



The Gospels 

 

 

 

Our primary Scriptural witness to Jesus and his 
earthly ministry 

Our only “records” of his words and actions 

Four different gospels that provide four different 
“lenses” through which to look at the same Jesus: 

–Mark: Jesus the very human Messiah 

–Matthew: Jesus the teacher, the new Moses 

–Luke: Jesus the compassionate healer 

– John: Jesus the divine, incarnate Son of God 



The Gospels 

 

 

 

Three stages of gospel formation: 

–Life and preaching/teaching of Jesus himself 

–Oral traditions about Jesus, post-Resurrection 

–Written gospels (all that we have access to now) 

 

Passion and Resurrection narratives were most 
likely written first, since they were the basis of the 
earliest Christian proclamation 



The Gospels 

 

 

 

Things to remember for interpretation: 

–The gospels were not written during Jesus's life 

–They were not meant to be full biographies of 
Jesus, or exact transcripts of what he said 

–They were originally written for particular audiences 
of the apostolic oral tradition, in particular contexts 

• e.g., Matthew during Jewish-Christian conflict; John 
after split between them 

–Each evangelist is a theologian, reflecting on 
Jesus's life and ministry given his death and 
Resurrection 



Scripture in the Spiritual Life 

 

 

 

–Different breviaries available: 

• Shorter Christian Prayer 

• Christian Prayer 

• 4-volume Liturgy of the Hours 
 

–Also available online, iBreviary app 

 



The Canon of Scripture 

Canon: list of books that comprise the Bible 

46 OT books, 27 NT books 

NT canon gradually developed by Church Fathers 
from existing Christian writings 

OT canon inherited Septuagint—Greek 
translation of Hebrew Bible 

Septuagint incorporated more books than Hebrew 
Bible 

“Extra” OT books came to be known as 
deuterocanonical (“second canon”) 



The Canon of Scripture 

Martin Luther disputed deuterocanonical books as 
apocryphal 

Council of Trent definitively listed complete 
canon, including deuterocanonical books 

Hence differences between Catholic and 
Protestant bibles 

Some non-Catholic bibles include 
deuterocanonical books as “Apocrypha”, at the 
end of OT 

 



Scripture Translation 

 

 

 

Original languages: OT in Hebrew (except for 
deuterocanonicals), NT in Greek 

Foundational texts/translations: 

–Masoretic Text (abbrev. MT) 

• Authoritative, complete Hebrew text of Hebrew 
Bible 

• Completed ca. 7th century BC 

• Now used as basis for vernacular translations of OT 



Scripture Translation 

 

 

 

–Septuagint (abbrev. LXX) 

• Greek translation of Hebrew Bible 

• Completed ca. 1st century BC 

• Incorporated deuterocanonical books in OT 

• Text mostly used by NT authors for OT quotes 

–Vulgate 

• Latin translation of both OT and NT mostly by St. 
Jerome (using both MT and Septuagint) 

• Completed 405 AD 

• Official Christian bible for over 1100 years 



Scripture Translation 

 

 

 

Modern vernacular translations use original 
languages 

Two translation philosophies: 

–Dynamic equivalence: translation that conveys the 
thought/sense of the text, more accessible 
language 

–Formal equivalence: more literal, word-for-word 
translation 

New American Bible Revised Edition (NABRE) 
uses mostly formal equivalence 

 



King James Version (KJV) 

 

 

 

Church of England, 1611 

Blend of formal and dynamic equivalence, 
majestic language 

Enormously influential on English language and 
culture 

Remains most popular bible for Protestants 

 



King James Version (KJV) 

 

 

 

John 1:1-5 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 

The same was in the beginning with God. 

All things were made by him; and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. 

In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 

And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness 
comprehended it not. 

 



New Revised Standard Version 
(NRSV) 

 

 

 

National Council of Churches, 1989 

Formal equivalence, with some inclusive 
language 

Revision of RSV, which rivaled the KJV 

Most common translation used in ecumenical 
scholarly work 

Catholic Edition approved for use by Catholics by 
USCCB 

 



New Revised Standard Version 
(NRSV) 

 

 

 

John 1:1-5 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.  

He was in the beginning with God.  

All things came into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being.  What has 
come into being 

in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people.  

 The light shines in the darkness, and the    
 darkness did not overcome it. 



New American Bible (NAB) 

 

 

 

Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, USCCB, 1970 

Formal equivalence, with some inclusive 
language 

Official Catholic translation in the US 

Text used in the Lectionary for Mass 

Revised Edition (NABRE) completed in 2011 

 



New American Bible (NAB) 

 

 

 

John 1:1-5 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 

He was in the beginning with God. 

All things came to be through him, and without him 
nothing came to be. What came to be 

through him was life, and this life was the light of the 
human race; 

the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it. 

 



Good News Bible (GNB) 

 

 

 

American Bible Society, 1976 

Dynamic equivalence 

Approved for use by Catholics by USCCB 

 



Good News Bible (GNB) 

 

 

 

John 1:1-5 

In the beginning the Word already existed; the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 

From the very beginning the Word was with God. 

Through him God made all things; not one thing in 
all creation was made without him. 

The Word was the source of life, and this life 
brought light to people. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has never put it out. 

 


