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22 March 2020 4th Sun of Lent (A)
1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41

You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  Live as children 

of light, for light produces every kind of goodness and righteousness and truth.

Even though it's been an interesting week, to say the least, I've appreciated 

the longer days, the more time of daylight in the evening.  I've also been waking up

a bit earlier, when it's still dark outside, but I get to see the light pour forth with the

dawn.  When faced with darkness, what a difference the light makes.  What a 

difference the light makes.

The story of the man born blind takes up all of chapter nine of John's gospel,

and like last week's reading about Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well, it's 

packed to the brim with symbolism and meaning through all the encounters and 

back-and-forth dialogue.  

First, Jesus himself makes it clear at the beginning that he is the light of the 

world.  He is the one who brings spiritual sight and light into our lives.  Thus he 

heals the man born blind not just to give him physical sight, but to give him a new 

way of looking at life—through belief in God and Jesus whom he sent.
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But notice that the man born blind progresses in his faith in Jesus through 

the course of the story.  First, he calls Jesus a “man”, later “a prophet”, and finally, 

as “Lord”.  It is this progress in faith that gives the man courage first to defend 

Jesus before the Pharisees, and then to profess belief in him.  

For most of us, our faith is not a static, once-and-for-all decision.  Our faith 

is a journey, and we will probably have to reaffirm our faith time and time again 

through all the ups and downs of our lives.  Saint Paul's admonition to us to “live 

as children of light” means a continuous process, of walking in the light of Christ, 

being constantly enlightened and strengthened by him.

We may not have to defend our faith in a trial or courtroom setting like the 

man born blind did before the Pharisees, but our faith will be “tried” at various 

times.  Perhaps it's being tried right now.

The man actually doesn't see Jesus until the end of the passage, after he talks

to the Pharisees.  Jesus reappears and asks him a direct question: “Do you believe 

in the Son of Man?”  Once he realizes that Jesus is the Son of Man, the man says, 

“I do believe, Lord”.  A direct question from Jesus brings a direct response from a 

believer.
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Again, what matters in the end is not the man's physical sight, but his 

spiritual sight—his ability to see Jesus for who he really is, our Lord and God.  The

real miracle, the real gift, which Jesus gave to the man was faith.  Jesus brought 

true light into the darkness of his life.

For us, faith in the Incarnation involves our spiritual sight, the eyes of faith, 

with which we can see God at work in our lives today.  Just like the Samaritan 

woman at the well last weekend, the man born blind is not given a name in the 

story; once again, I think it's because we're meant to see ourselves in his place.  

Have we allowed the light of Christ to bring hope and guidance to our lives 

of faith?  Do we invite the light of Christ to overcome the darkness in our world, or

in our own hearts, especially in these trying times?  
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While we cannot share in the Eucharist together during this time of crisis, 

our Catholic faith does have a tradition of spiritual Communion, or Communion by

desire, in which we pray to be united with God in and through the one eternal 

sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross, made present again at every Mass.  In the 

description of this video (and on the parish website), there is a link for a prayer for 

spiritual Communion, for this purpose 

(www.cdrworship.org/spiritualcommunionprayer)—perhaps you can pray it during 

the time when you would normally receive Communion.

These are uncharted waters for a lot of us, especially for those of us who are 

social media introverts—or normal introverts, for that matter—at the best of times. 

But these times also provide us an opportunity to “tithe” or contribute a portion of 

our social media posts, if you don't do it already, to our faith and the hope that 

sustains us.  Positive, uplifting messages, that don't diminish the gravity of the 

situation we're in, but also give ourselves and others reasons for our hope.

http://www.cdrworship.org/spiritualcommunionprayer
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We're all in the same boat now, across our world, despite divisions of 

distance, language, race, socioeconomic status, politics, whether you like watching 

The Mandalorian or Star Trek: Picard.  (Of course, it's The Mandalorian.)  We're 

all in the same boat, and if nothing else, this crisis shows just how interconnected 

we truly are.  This is solidarity like we've probably never seen before, in our 

modern history.

Finally, as I said before Mass, I humbly ask you all, please continue your 

financial support of our parish (or your own parish) as we strive to weather this 

situation and continue to serve our community in some new and exciting ways.  

The link for online giving for St. Ann is in the description for the video, as well as 

on our website (stanncc.weshareonline.org), and you can always mail offertory 

envelopes to the parish office (I'd just ask that you put them in a larger business 

envelope for security).  

Also, the second collection for Catholic Relief Services would have been 

this weekend.  Catholic Relief Services deliver life-saving food, medicine, shelter, 

and training to the most vulnerable of our sisters and brothers around the world.  

You can donate to CRS through our online giving site as well, as it has a list of all 

our second collections.  

http://stanncc.weshareonline.org/
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Thank you all so much for your generosity, and know that the staff and I are 

praying for you, and that we're here for you.  May Christ our light scatter the 

darkness in our world and in our own hearts, as we continue to walk in his ways 

with joy and hope.  


