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O Mary, 
You shine continuously on our 

journey 
as a sign of salvation and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health 
of the Sick, 

who, at the foot of the cross, 
were united with Jesus’ suffering, 

and persevered in your faith. 
 



“Protectress of the Roman 
people,” 

you know our needs, 
and we know that you will 

provide, 
so that, as at Cana in Galilee, 

joy and celebration may return 
after this time of trial. 



Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the will of the 

Father 
and to do what Jesus tells us. 
For he took upon himself our 

suffering, 
and burdened himself with our 

sorrows 
to bring us, through the cross, 
to the joy of the Resurrection. 

 



We fly to your protection, 
O Holy Mother of God; 

Do not despise our petitions 
in our necessities, 

but deliver us always 
from every danger, 

O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. 
Amen. 



Baptism in Scripture 
- Jesus is baptized by St. John 

the Baptist (Mt 4:13-17, Mk 
1:9-11, Lk 3:21-22) 

- Jesus commissions His 
apostles to make disciples of 
all nations and to baptize 
them (Mt 28:19-20; Mk 
16:15-16) 

- Acts of the Apostles filled 
with baptizing! 

- St. Paul describes theological 
and ethical reflection on 
baptism (Rom. 6:3-11) 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.orthodoxmonasteryicons.com%2Fproducts%2Fbaptism-of-christ-theophany-icon-3&psig=AOvVaw0hxRdqmlKgEco2JM_VDgDF&ust=1593294220927000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCODthdO5oOoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


Baptism before the Peace of the Church 
under Constantine (to 313) 

- St. Justin Martyr’s First Apology (ca. 150) 

• Faith is necessary; teaching precedes baptism but is 
also accompanied by prayer and upright living; 
forgiveness of sins in the washing; Trinity is invoked; 
life after baptism lived in relationship with Trinity; 
illumination of the mind (primarily adults) 

- Mid 3rd Century Crisis: How do we receive heretics back 
into the Church? Baptize them again? 

• Pope Stephen stated that re-baptizing was not 
necessary; affirms the tradition of only one baptism 

 

  

 



Baptism after the Peace of the Church 
under Constantine (313-600) 

- Celebration of Baptism primarily learned from 
Mystagogical Catecheses of St. Ambrose, St. John 
Chrysostom, St. Cyril of Jerusalem, and St. 
Theodore Mopsuestia 

• Rituals themselves illuminate plan of salvation 
(e.g. entering into baptismal water alludes to 
crossing the Red Sea to escape Egyptian slavery) 

- St. Augustine affirms that baptism washes actual 
sin and original sin (response to Pelagian heresy) 

 

 

 



Baptism in the early Middle Ages 
(600-1100) 

- Old Gelasian Sacramentary (ca. 
750) describes three Scrutinies 
administered on Third, Fourth, 
and Fifth Sundays of Lent 

- Rite of Baptism for a dying 
person becomes the norm, but 
now intended for infants 

• Reasons: perhaps high infant 
mortality rate of the time 
and St. Augustine’s drive on 
teaching of original sin 

 

 

 



Baptism in Scholastic Thought 
(1100-1500) 

- Sacramentum and res: 
combination of material and 
spiritual components of a 
Sacrament 

• Sacramentum for Baptism 
would be the water poured 
while reciting the prayer 

• Res for Baptism would be 
the effects, like 
membership in Christ, 
forgiveness of sin, and gift 
of the Holy Spirit 

 

 

 



Baptism in Response to the 
Reformation (1500-1700) 

- Emergence of Anabaptists who held that 
only those who could profess their faith 
could be baptized (this they saw as more 
faithful to the practice as described in Acts of 
the Apostles) 

- Council of Trent (1545-1563) upheld validity 
of infant baptism, since baptism washes 
away original sin which is necessary for 
salvation 

 

 



Baptism in Vatican II  
– Theology in “Christian 

Initiation: General 
Introduction” 

• Part of the entire people 
of God 

• Freed from the power of 
darkness 

• Joined to Christ’s death, 
burial, and resurrection 

• Dignity of adopted 
children of God 

• New creation through 
water and the Holy Spirit 
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Rite of Baptism 
The celebrant invites the family to approach the font.  In addition, 
using the name of the individual child, he asks the parents and 
godparents: 
Is it your will that N. should be baptized in the faith of the Church, 
which we have all professed with you? 
Parents and godparents: 
It is. 
And immediately the celebrant baptizes the child, saying: 

N., I BAPTIZE YOU IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, 
He immerses the child or pours water over him or her a first time. 

AND OF THE SON, 
He immerses the child or pours water over him or her a second 
time. 

AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
He immerses the child or pours water over him or her a third time. 
 



Explanatory Rites of Baptism 

I. ANOINTING AFTER BAPTISM 
Then the celebrant says: 
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, has 
freed you from sin, given you a new birth by water 
and the Holy Spirit, and joined you to his people. He 
now anoints you with the Chrism of salvation, so that 
you may remain members of Christ, 
Priest, Prophet, and King, unto eternal life. 
All: 
Amen. 
Then without saying anything, the celebrant anoints 
the child with sacred Chrism on the crown of his or her 
head. 



Explanatory Rites of Baptism 

II. CLOTHING WITH A WHITE GARMENT 
The celebrant says: 
(N.,) you have become a new creation and have 
clothed yourselves in Christ.  May this white 
garment be a sign to you of your Christian 
dignity.  With your family and friends to help 
you by word and example, bring it unstained 
into eternal life. 
All: 
Amen. 
And the white garment is placed on the child. 



Explanatory Rites of Baptism 
III.  HANDING ON OF A LIGHTED CANDLE 

The celebrant then takes the paschal candle and says: 
Receive the light of Christ. 
One member of the family (e.g. the father or 
godfather) lights a candle for the child from the 
paschal candle. 
Then the celebrant says: 
Parents and godparents, this light is entrusted to 
you to be kept burning brightly, so that your child, 
enlightened by Christ, may walk always as a child of 
the light and, persevering in the faith, may run to 
meet the Lord when he comes with all the Saints in 
the heavenly court. 



Explanatory Rites of Baptism 

IV. “EPHPHATHA” 
In the United States, the “Ephphatha” Rite takes 
place at the discretion of the celebrant.  The 
celebrant touches the ears and mouth of the 
child with his thumb, saying: 
May the Lord Jesus, who made the deaf to hear 
and the mute to speak, grant that you may 
soon receive his word with your ears and 
profess the faith with your lips, to the glory and 
praise of God the Father. 
All: 
Amen. 



Questions? 
Comments? 



Development of Confirmation 

Development of Confirmation 
intrinsically connected to baptism 
 

No clear Scriptural basis for 
Confirmation as a separate sacrament 
from baptism (formerly, Acts 8:14-17 
cited) 
 

Confirmation developed out of the 
anointings after baptism  



Apostolic Tradition  
(ca. 215, Rome) 

Earliest mention of second post-
baptismal anointing by the bishop 
(even if priest baptized and did first 
anointing) 
 

Preceded by prayer and laying on of 
hands by bishop 



Letter of Pope Innocent I 
(ca. 416, Rome) 

“signing of the newly baptized” 
 

“It is not only the custom of the Church 
which demonstrated that the signing 
and the gift of the Holy Spirit is 
restricted to bishops, but the passage 
in the Acts of the Apostles which 
declares that Peter and John were sent 
to give the Holy Spirit to those already 
baptized [Acts 8:14-17]” 



Letter of Pope Innocent I 
(ca. 416, Rome) 

“For when presbyters baptize ... they 
may anoint the baptized with chrism ... 
but they do not sign the forehead with 
this same oil.  That is reserved to the 
bishops when they give the Spirit, the 
Paraclete.” 
 

But not clear whether he understood 
this as a separate sacrament from 
baptism... 



Separation between Baptism and 
Confirmation 

Term “Confirmation” first appears in 
5th-cent. homily 

Rise of infant baptisms; decline in 
adult baptisms  

Large size of dioceses 

Baptism by priests, Confirmation by 
bishops 

Carolingian reform (8th cent.) 



Trent (1547) 

Re: Confirmation, simply responded to 
the Reformers 

States that it is indeed a sacrament 

And that it produces a sacramental 
character/seal 



Vatican II 

Called for Confirmation's connection to 
initiation to be recovered (renewal of 
baptismal promises part of rite) 

Led to development of Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA), 
which restored the order of initiation 
sacraments: Baptism, Confirmation, 
Eucharist 



Current Practice 
Adolescents (already baptized 
Catholic): bishop confirms (faculties may 
be given to priests), but at different ages 
depending on the diocese 

RCIA: adults and children of 
catechetical age: priest confirms after 
baptism/reception into Catholic Church 

Maintains connection to bishop 
through chrism (can only be consecrated 
by bishop) 



Order of Confirmation (2016) 

Introduction: “By this gift of the Holy 
Spirit the faithful are more fully 
conformed to Christ and are 
strengthened with the power to bear 
witness to Christ for the building up of 
his Body in faith and charity.” 

 



Order of Confirmation (2016) 

Liturgy of the Word 

Renewal of Baptismal Promises 

Laying on of Hands and Prayer 

Anointing with Chrism 

 







What Confirmation is NOT 

A rite of passage/graduation (not a 
Catholic bar/bat mitzvah) 

A sacrament of Christian maturity (or a 
“confirmation” of baptismal promises 
made by godparents) 

The only way that the Holy Spirit comes 
to us 



Open Questions 

In Christ There is No East and West: 
sheer differences in practice of initiation 

“A sacrament in search of a theology”: 
sacrament of initiation, or Christian 
witness/mission? 

If Eucharist is the culmination of 
Christian initiation, why Confirmation 
long after for most? 



Questions? 

Comments? 



 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the 

hearts of your faithful. 

And enkindle in them the fire 

of your love. 

Send forth your Spirit and they 

shall be created. 

And you shall renew the face 

of the earth. 



 

O God, who by the light of the 

Holy Spirit, did instruct the 

hearts of the faithful, grant us 

in the same Spirit to be truly 

wise and ever to rejoice in His 

consolation. 
 

Through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 


