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17 May 2020                     6th Sunday of Easter (A) 

Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; 1 Peter 3:15-18; John 14:15-21 

 

 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate to be with 

you always, the Spirit of truth. 

 

 Sometimes we need another person to help speak for us, to defend us, or 

simply to help us understand something.  And there's no shame in admitting that 

we need that help sometimes.   

 

 Each day throughout this month of May, we've been posting on our website 

and Facebook page a Scripture verse relating to the Holy Spirit, to help us in our 

prayer and reflection as we approach Pentecost in a couple weeks.  And in our 

gospel reading today, Jesus provides us with more encouragement as he promises 

to give us the Spirit. 

 

 But first, Jesus frames this promise of the Spirit with statements that if we 

love him, we will keep his commandments.  Thus our motivation for following the 

commandments should not be mere legalism, or “checking off the boxes”, but a 

true love for God and keeping a close relationship with him. 
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 Thus to help us keep his commandments, to love God even when it's 

difficult, Jesus promises us the Spirit.  Here, in John's gospel, what's translated as 

the word “Advocate” could also be “Paraclete”, “Helper”, “Comforter”, or 

“Counselor”.  The word has a legal connotation: an advocate is similar to an 

attorney who gives you legal advice, or represents you and speaks for you.   

 

 Jesus also calls the Advocate the “Spirit of truth”.  Thus, Jesus is promising 

us the Holy Spirit to help us understand the truth of who Jesus is in our lives, an 

Advocate who stands beside us and defends us, from the danger of doubt or 

despair, from temptation and sin.  He comforts us and consoles us, helps us 

remember the presence of God deep within us.   

 

 Note that Jesus says the Spirit is another Advocate, meaning that Jesus 

himself was the first Advocate: he literally stood beside his disciples and helped 

them understand the truth of who God is, because he himself is the way, the truth, 

and the life.  Thus our devotion to the Spirit does not “compete” with our love for 

Jesus, because they complement each other.  The Spirit in a sense takes the place of 

Jesus now that he is no longer physically present in the world as he was during his 

earthly life.   
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 There's another way that the Spirit as our Advocate can help us, in our 

understanding of our faith and hope.  Peter tells us in the second reading, “Always 

be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks you for a reason for your 

hope.”  This verse tends to be quoted by various apologetic resources out there that 

can help us with at least an intellectual understanding of what we believe and why 

we believe it, especially in response to challenges from non-Catholic faiths.   

 

 But I think Peter's admonition goes a bit deeper than that, as in context, he's 

talking about suffering, even persecution, from those who would inflict it unjustly 

on the early Christian communities he's talking to.  But he says to defend your faith 

with “gentleness and reverence”, not responding in kind to those who would inflict 

said injustices upon them.   

 

 Thus, we can rely on the Holy Spirit within us to sustain our faith and hope 

on a deep level whenever we suffer various trials in life.  Our current situation has 

forced us to change our schedules, to modify even big events we were looking 

forward to, like graduations.  Perhaps the Spirit within us can remind us that 

whatever has to change on the outside of us, does not have to change what is 

inside of us, who we are.  And to be patient and kind with those who have to make 

difficult decisions that affect us. 

 


