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24 May 2020                          Ascension of the Lord (A) 

 Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:17-23; Matthew 28:16-20 

 

 Behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age. 

 

 Over the last two months, several words and phrases that were foreign to us 

before have become part of our day-to-day language: “coronavirus”, “vulnerable 

categories”, “Zoom”, “social distancing”.   

 

 On the topic of “social distancing”, there's been some discussion about 

whether a better term would be “physical distancing”.  That is, while we may need 

to stay physically apart to minimize health risks, we should not stay apart from 

each other socially—hence the sheer importance and need for relationships, for 

communication, for social networking, in all senses.   

 

 And so we find ourselves today still in the midst of this state of affairs, 

toward the end of an Easter season that seems to have been overshadowed by the 

stark realities of “distancing”.  And we celebrate today the Ascension of our Lord 

Jesus, his return to heaven. 
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 Contrary to the image that our first reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

may leave us, Jesus did not ascend to heaven to distance himself from us.  Instead, 

Jesus is actually establishing his authority, his presence, over the entire world, over 

all creation.  That's what being “seated at God's right hand” means.  Being at 

someone's “right hand”, or being a “right-hand man”, is an expression that means 

that you participate in that person's power or authority.  It doesn't literally mean 

that you are physically at that person's right side all at times. 

 

 Thus, applied to Jesus, when we profess in the Creed that “he ascended into 

heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father”, what we're saying is that we 

believe that with his ascension, Jesus now participates fully in God the Father's 

authority over the entire world.  His presence is now not limited to one particular 

place or time like it was during his earthly life.   

 

 Jesus achieves another major accomplishment with his ascension.  

Remember that the Ascension is still part of that Paschal Mystery we've been 

celebrating throughout this Easter season: his passion, death, and resurrection.   
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 As Jesus achieved for us the victory over sin and death in his resurrection, 

with the ascension, he places our redeemed humanity at the Father's “right hand”.  

Since he still is truly God and truly human, Jesus unites our saved humanity 

together with the Father in a bond that can never be broken.  So in a real sense, 

Jesus takes us with him in his return to the Father.   

 

 With all this, we can truly believe that Jesus does not distance himself from 

us in his ascension.  If anything, it's the complete opposite: “Behold, I am with you 

always, until the end of the age.”  But, we do have to acknowledge that his 

presence with us is different from the physical presence he had with the first 

disciples during his earthly life.   

 

 Thus, Jesus promises us the Holy Spirit.  Remember that the Spirit is our 

humble advocate, who reminds us of Jesus's presence, even in the midst of trials or 

suffering.  Here, before his ascension, Jesus commissions his disciples to be his 

witnesses, to “all nations”, even “to the ends of the earth”.  As his disciples now, 

through baptism, this is our mission as well, every one of us, to be Jesus's 

witnesses.  For to be possible, we need first and foremost, to have our own 

personal relationship with Jesus, to encounter him in some way every day.  And the 

Spirit, the very presence of the living God within us, can continually transform our 

lives. 
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 So, who or what are “all nations” in our lives today, the people and places 

that Jesus commands us to go to, to be his witnesses?  While we are entering 

“Phase I” of gradually lifting some restrictions on our public lives, we have to 

acknowledge the fact that life will not immediately go back to normal, back to 

where we were two and a half months ago.  Summer plans may still have to be 

changed, things that we may have been planning on doing or going to this summer 

may have to wait. 

 

 Yet we still have many opportunities in our lives right now to be Jesus's 

witnesses.  We can reach out to people who may not return immediately when we 

resume public Mass, out of health concerns.  We can thank and cheer on our 

essential workers who still have to face risks and dangers every day.  We can send 

cheerful messages to friends, near and far.  And we can pray at home, with our 

families, and share the Good News on social media. 

 

 We may not physically be able to go to “the ends of the earth” to spread the 

Good News of Jesus, but we know that he is already there, in some way.  As we 

look forward to celebrating the gift of the Spirit at Pentecost next Sunday, may that 

same Spirit of the risen and ascended Lord Jesus remind us that he is not distant 

from us. 


