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O Mary, 
You shine continuously on our 

journey 
as a sign of salvation and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, 
Health of the Sick, 

who, at the foot of the cross, 
were united with Jesus’ suffering, 

and persevered in your faith. 

 



“Protectress of the Roman 
people,” 

you know our needs, 
and we know that you will 

provide, 
so that, as at Cana in Galilee, 

joy and celebration may return 
after this time of trial. 

 



Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the will of 

the Father 
and to do what Jesus tells us. 
For he took upon himself our 

suffering, 
and burdened himself with our 

sorrows 
to bring us, through the cross, 
to the joy of the Resurrection. 

 



We fly to your protection, 
O Holy Mother of God; 

Do not despise our petitions 
in our necessities, 

but deliver us always 
from every danger, 

O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. 
Amen. 

 



Holy Orders as an Office of 
Service 

• Holy Orders is closely connected with 
office, specifically office of service 

• Office in the Church exists to preserve 
the identity and continuity of the witness 
of faith 

• Office passes on the apostolic word, 
which contains and presents the 
message of Jesus 

 



Jesus’ Apostles 

• “In fact, from the beginning of his 
ministry, the Lord Jesus instituted the 
Twelve as ‘the seeds of the New Israel 
and the beginning of the sacred 
hierarchy.’” (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, 877). 



Saint Paul’s Letters 

• He links roles of service in the community to 
the work and gifts of the Spirit 

• The gifts of the Spirit are recognized as 
indispensable in the life of the community and 
are institutionalized (ex. roles of teacher, 
prophet, and presider) 

• Community calls those who are to exercise 
these roles and gives them institutional titles, 
like episkopos (Greek for “overseer”) and 
diakonos (Greek for “servant”) 



Saint Peter’s First Letter 

• Expression of necessity for a clear, 
stable leadership for the survival of the 
community in the post-apostolic period 

• Emergence of group of presbyters (as in 
the synagogue), who are an already 
recognized leadership group 



Early Centuries After NT 

• Letter of Clement indicates that in the 
Corinthian community leadership and liturgy 
were official functions (episcopal and 
presbyteral offices, as well as presence of 
deacons) 

• Saint Irenaeus of Lyon affirmed the 
importance of line of apostolic succession 
from apostles to bishops 

• Tertullian gave collective Latin name to 
Church officeholders: ordo (still continues 
today) 



Hippolytus’ Apostolic Tradition 

• Office of bishop, with its duties of preaching, 
shepherding, and priestly service, was complete 
form of the ecclesial office 

• Bishops: offering of Eucharistic gifts 

• Presbyters: support the bishop in performance of 
his duties 

• Deacons: subject to bishop and exercise a 
mediating service between him (or the altar) and 
the community 

• Components of office have clearly emerged by 
the third century  



Middle Ages 

• Rome (5th century): prayers at imposition 
of hands clearly place the presbyters, as 
secundus ordo, below the bishop, whom 
they are to assist in the task of preaching 

• Old Gallican (6th century) and Frankish 
(8th century) Influences: the service of 
presbyters at Eucharist becomes central; 
a separate image of priest develops as 
sacrificial priests of the New Covenant    



Reformers 

• They restored the idea of the 
“universal” priesthood 

• They opposed the distinction 
between clerics and laity and 
disputed the existence of sacrament 
of orders  



Trent 

Defended the ministerial priesthood as 
distinct from the common priesthood 

Truly a separate sacrament, bestows a 
character like baptism and confirmation 

Interprets priesthood in terms of liturgy 
and sacraments—what only the priest can 
do 

Does not deny common priesthood or 
importance of preaching 



Vatican II 
The Church is the people of God first, 
then in hierarchical communion 

Ministerial priesthood comes from the 
common priesthood, to serve them 

Bishop ordination (“episcopal 
consecration”) declared a sacrament—
bestows sacramental character like 
priesthood ordination 

Preaching emphasized as priority for 
priests 



Vatican II 

Three orders: deacon, priest, bishop 

Minor orders suppressed (porter 
through subdeacon); now “ministries” 
of lector, acolyte before ordination 

Restoration of permanent diaconate—
(married) men not to be ordained 
priests later 



Ordination 

Not simply being inducted into an 
official role in the Church 

Invocation and conferral of the Spirit 
so that candidates can make present 
the work of Jesus Christ—to help 
“order” the Church 



Rite of Ordination (2003) 

Call / response dynamic 

Ritual has same framework as adult 
baptism: 

Calling forth of the candidates 

Litany of supplication and promises 

Sacrament itself 

Explanatory rites 



Rite of Ordination (2003) 

Liturgy of the Word 

Presentation and Election of 
Candidates 

Promises and Litany of Supplication 

Laying on of Hands and Prayer of 
Ordination 

Investiture and Explanatory Rites 

Fraternal Kiss of Peace 



Ordination of Deacon: Promises 

Be consecrated for Church’s ministry 

Serve with humble charity 

Proclaim the faith 

Celibacy (if unmarried) 

Pray the Liturgy of the Hours 

Be conformed to Christ’s example of servant 

Respect and obedience to bishop 









Ordination of Deacon: 
Explanatory Rites 

Vesting with stole and dalmatic 

Handing on of the Book of the 
Gospels 

Fraternal kiss with bishop and other 
deacons 



Deacon’s Duties 

Proclaim gospel at Mass; preaching and 
teaching 

Care of the sick and charity to the poor 

Preside at baptisms, weddings, other 
non-Mass liturgies 

Member of the clergy, but not ordained to 
the priesthood; no sacramental character 
given 



Ordination of Priest: Promises 

Be co-worker with bishop 

Ministry of the Word 

Celebrate the sacraments faithfully 

Implore God’s mercy upon the people 

Be united to Christ the Priest 

Respect and obedience to bishop 











Ordination of Priest: 
Explanatory Rites 

Vesting with stole and chasuble 

Anointing of hands with chrism 

Handing on of the bread / paten and 
wine / chalice 

Fraternal kiss with bishop and other 
priests 



Priest’s Duties 

Preaching, sanctifying, shepherding 

“Strive to bring the faithful together 
into one family, so that you may lead 
them to God the Father through Christ 
in the Holy Spirit” 

“… so that by their peaching and 
through the grace of the Holy Spirit the 
words of the Gospel may bear fruit in 
human hearts and reach even to the 
ends of the earth.” 



Ordination of Bishop: Promises 
Discharge the apostolic office 

Preach the Gospel 

Guard the deposit of faith 

Build up the body of Christ 

Obedience to Pope 

Guide people with help of priests, deacons 

Welcome the poor, strangers, all in need 

Seek out the lost 

Pray without ceasing for the people 









Ordination of Bishop: 
Explanatory Rites 

Anointing of head with chrism 

Handing on of the Book of the 
Gospels 

Receiving the ring, miter, crosier 
(pallium if archbishop) 

Fraternal kiss with other bishops 



Bishop’s Duties 

Governance of diocese 

Sign of unity with Pope 

Ordain deacons, priests, other bishops 
(with mandate from Holy See) 

“Fullness of orders”: full participation in 
Christ’s priesthood 

Auxiliary, co-adjutor, retired bishops: 
don’t have authority over a diocese, but 
still have full sacramental authority 



Celibacy 
Paul VI re-affirmed mandatory celibacy 
as discipline (not dogma) for priests 

Motivations: 

Pastoral: availability for ministry (1 Cor 7) 

Nuptial: espoused to the Church (Eph 5) 

Eschatological: witness to the kingdom of 
God beyond this world (Synoptics) 

Christological: Jesus’s own example 



Celibacy 

Can be dispensed / changed—not a 
dogma of faith 

For married priests: men would have to 
marry first, then get ordained 

If marriage ends, committed to celibacy 
by default (same for permanent deacons) 

Married priests cannot be pastors of 
parishes or bishops 



Ordination of Women? 

John Paul II in 1994 re-affirmed that “the 
Church has no authority whatsoever to 
confer priestly ordination on women and 
that this judgement is to be definitively held 
by all the Church's faithful” 

Since priests are configured to Jesus the 
Priest and act in his person / name, and 
since Jesus is male, priests are male 

Ephesians image of Christ the bridegroom's 
union with the Church, his bride 



Ordination of Women? 

Open question of admitting women to the 
diaconate … 

There were female deacons in the early 
Church (Romans 16) 

But were they “ordained” in the 
sacramental sense that we understand it 
today?  

Rites of consecration of virgins and 
religious profession are very structurally 
similar to ordination 



Clericalism 

Fundamental equality of the people of 
God, by baptism 

“Orders” are meant to help organize / 
order the Church—servant leadership 

Ministry and office are about service, 
not power or prestige 



Clericalism 

Bishops were historically seen as literal 
princes of the Church 

Bishops have virtually all legislative, 
executive, and judicial power in their 
dioceses—no real checks or balances... 

Vos estis lux mundi: Pope Francis’s 
law to hold bishops accountable, at 
least re: sexual abuse 



Priestly Formation 

Trent established seminary system 

Refined by Vatican II, then by John 
Paul II’s Pastores dabo vobis (1992) 

Four domains of formation (not 
exclusive of each other): 

 

 

Human 

Spiritual 

 

 

Intellectual 

Pastoral 
 



Human Formation 

“to be a bridge and not an obstacle for 
others in their meeting with Jesus 
Christ” 

Psychological evaluation 

Develop virtues 

Affective maturity 

Relate well with others; community life 



Human Formation 

Formation advisor / mentor evaluation 
(external forum) 

Obedience 

Celibacy 

Simplicity of life 

Self-knowledge, self-acceptance, self-
gift 



Spiritual Formation 

“to live in intimate and unceasing union 
with God the Father through his Son, Jesus 
Christ, in the Holy Spirit” 

Daily Mass, Liturgy of the Hours 

Spiritual direction and Reconciliation 
(internal / confidential forum) 

Retreats, days of recollection 

Solitude, personal prayer and meditation 



Intellectual Formation 

“widely knowledgeable about the human 
condition, deeply engaged in a process of 
understanding divine revelation, and 
adequately skilled in communicating his 
knowledge to as many people as possible” 

Philosophy 

Theology and Scripture 

Pastoral applications 

120 credits for M.Div., not including 
philosophy 



Philosophy 

History 

Logic 

Epistemology 

Philosophy of 
Nature 

 

Metaphysics 

Philosophy of 
God 

Anthropology 

Ethics 



Systematic Theology 

Fundamental 
Theology 

Theology of Trinity 

Christology 

Ecclesiology 

Theological 
Anthropology 

Liturgy 

Sacraments 

Patristics 

Ecumenism and 
Interfaith Dialogue 



Moral Theology 

Foundations 

Sexual Ethics 

Medical Ethics 

Social Ethics 

Spirituality 



Scripture 

Pentateuch and 
Historical Books 

Psalms and 
Wisdom Literature 

Prophetic 
Literature 

Mark and Matthew 

Luke-Acts 

Pauline Epistles 

Johannine 
Literature 



Pastoral Applications 

Catechesis and 
Evangelization 

Preaching 

Pastoral 
Counseling 
(hospital internship) 

Canon Law 

Liturgy and 
Sacraments 
Practica 

Pastoral 
Administration and 
Leadership 



Church History 

Ancient and Medieval 

Modern 

American Catholicism 



Pastoral Formation 
“preparing them to enter into communion 
with the charity of Christ the Good 
Shepherd” 

Becoming a public person in the Church 

Ministry assignments while in seminary: 
parishes, hospitals, outreach to the poor 

Diocese: Summer assignments, pastoral 
year (!), connection to presbyterate 

Leadership opportunities 



Questions? 

Comments? 



 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the 

hearts of your faithful. 

And enkindle in them the fire 

of your love. 

Send forth your Spirit and they 

shall be created. 

And you shall renew the face 

of the earth. 



 

O God, who by the light of the 

Holy Spirit, did instruct the 

hearts of the faithful, grant us 

in the same Spirit to be truly 

wise and ever to rejoice in His 

consolation. 
 

Through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 


