
Blast Email 3-31-2020 
 
Dear St. Ann Parishioners, 
 
We hope and pray that you and your family are well and that you’re navigating the rapid changes in life 
with relative ease and calm.  Please know that your church family stands ready to support you in any 
way we can.  And let us remember to pray for one another daily! 
 
This email contains a lot of information, and we ask you to read through it carefully.  With Governor 
Northam’s “stay at home” order yesterday, some things are changing at St. Ann, while others remain the 
same. 
 
What is changing? 

 The parish staff is switching to a “work from home” practice, as many of you have already 
done.  This means that they will be keeping regular hours, but will only be available by phone or 
email.  Most of the staff will be checking their voicemails 2-3 times each work day and will 
return calls as quickly as they can.  Please call the church number (804-526-2548) and listen to 
the prompts to get connected to the correct person’s voicemail.  Email is likely to be the most 
reliable means of communication; staff email addresses are available in the bulletin and on the 
church website (www.stanncc.com). 

 There will be no one on site to answer the door at the office.  If you need to drop something off, 
please slide it through the mail slot in the door of the parish office; that way it will be secure 
inside the building.  A staff member will be checking daily for mail and for materials that are 
dropped off. 

 
What remains the same? 
Both the Governor’s executive order and the directions we have received from the diocese indicate that 
much that we are doing can remain the same.  Principally, this means: 

 The church will still be open for private prayer every day.  Porters are stationed in the Commons 
to ensure that no more than 10 people are in the church at the same time and that appropriate 
distances are maintained.  We are grateful to all those who have volunteered to help us stay 
open by serving as porters, night managers, and cleaners.  The hours are: 

o Monday-Thursday           8:30am-7:00pm 
o Friday                                    10:00am-7:00pm 
o Saturday                              3:30-7:00pm 
o Sunday                                 9:00am-12:30pm 

 Fr. Danny (with Alex’s assistance) will continue to say Mass daily in the chapel.  All Masses are 
livestreamed (Sunday-Thursday at 8:00am; Friday-Saturday at 9:00am) on our Facebook page 
and then available to be viewed later in the day both on Facebook and on our website. 

 Our online opportunities to gather via Zoom will continue.  More information is available on the 
“Virtual St. Ann’s” tab at the top of the homepage of the church website.  Please be sure to 
check it out! 

 
Holy Week 
Again, the Governor’s executive order and the directions we have received from the diocese indicate 
that we are able to celebrate these liturgies as long as we have no more than 10 people gathered in the 
church and we maintain appropriate distancing.  Per instructions from the diocese, we will be 
celebrating Holy Week with only the necessary ministers (Fr. Danny, lectors, musicians, etc.) physically 



present; all the liturgies will be livestreamed at the times below and then available in the usual places 
for viewing after the liturgies are over.  Please join us to pray together during these solemn and 
important days of our church year!  Because of the timing of these liturgies, the open hours at the 
church will be adjusted slightly during Holy Week.  Please make note of the changes below. We are 
producing one worship aid with the order of service, prayers, and music for Holy Thursday, Good Friday, 
the Easter Vigil, and Easter Sunday.  It will be available starting this Thursday (see the information about 
palms below). 
 
Palm Sunday 
Fr. Danny will bless the palms early, and they will be available for parishioners starting this 
Thursday.  Please pick up only what you need for your household; the palms will be in the Commons 
during the open prayer hours noted above, as long as supplies last.  When you pick up palms, please also 
pick up the worship aid for Triduum and Easter. 
Palm Sunday Mass – livestream at 9:00 am (there is no worship aid for this liturgy) 
The church will be open for individual prayer 10:00am-12:30pm 
 
Triduum and Easter 
Your experience of these liturgies will be enhanced if you are able to gather a few things ahead of 
time.  In addition to the worship aid, please note the items listed. 

 Holy Thursday (Note: there will be no morning Mass on Holy Thursday) 
o Mass – livestream at 7:00 pm 
o Prepare bells to ring during the Gloria 
o The church will be closed to individual prayer at 6:00pm, so that final preparations can 

be made for Mass 
o The church will re-open from 8:00pm – midnight for individual Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament 
 Good Friday (Note: there will be no morning Mass on Good Friday) 

o Stations of the Cross – livestream at 9:00 am 
o Good Friday Liturgy – livestream at 7:00 pm 
o Prepare a crucifix to venerate at home during the Veneration of the Cross 
o The church will be closed to individual prayer at 6:00pm, so that final preparations can 

be made for the Liturgy 
 Holy Saturday (Note: there will be no morning Mass on Holy Saturday) 

o The church will be closed to individual prayer all day on Holy Saturday 
o Easter Vigil – livestream at 8:00 pm 
o Prepare a candle for each person to light at the beginning of Mass, when the new Easter 

candle is lit in the church 
o Prepare bells to ring during the Gloria 

 Easter Sunday 
o Blessing of the Easter Foods – livestream at 8:45 am 
o Mass – livestream at 9:00 am 
o The church will be open for individual prayer 10:00am-12:30pm 

 
What Can You Do? 
Aside from participating in Holy Week online, here are some requests: 

1. Stay safe.  Please do whatever you need to do to ensure that you and your family remain 
safe and healthy, including staying at home as much as possible. 

2. Please pray for one another and for our St. Ann community, as well as all those we serve. 



3. Continue (or begin, if you haven’t already) to participate in our online prayer and other 
gatherings each week.  Information is on the church website. 

4. Please be generous, if you are able, with donations of food and other non-perishables (toilet 
paper!) to our food pantry.  Donations can be dropped off in the grocery carts in the 
Commons during open hours.  We continue to do our best to meet the needs of those who 
are most vulnerable in our community. 

5. Some of our parishioners may not be able to leave home in order to pick up a worship aid 
for Holy Week.  If you are one of those people, contact Katie Johnson (804-526-2548; 
kjohnson@stanncc.com).  She will be coordinating volunteers to deliver worship aids to 
parishioners’ homes during the first few days of Holy Week, so all can participate in our 
liturgies from home.  If you can help deliver, please also contact Katie.  Regretfully, we will 
not be able to deliver palms for Palm Sunday. 

6. If you have a Rice Bowl in which you’ve been collecting donations for Catholic Relief 
Services, we ask you to hold onto it until normal church operations have resumed, 
whenever that may be.  More information will be communicated as needed. 

 
We wish you every blessing as we enter these final days of Lent.  May Christ be with you, to guard and 
guide you on the journey to Easter! 
 
 
 


