
Blast Email to Parish – November 19, 2020  
 
 
Dear St. Ann Parishioners, 
 
Advent is almost here, so there is lots of information in this email! Please read carefully.  We will be putting 
our annual Advent calendar of events in this weekend’s bulletin, and it will also be available on the church 
website starting this weekend. 
 
Please note: because of Thanksgiving, there will be no email next week.  Our next email update will be sent 
on December 3. 
 
----------------  
 
INFORMATION ABOUT MASSES 
Thanksgiving Mass – There will be Mass livestreamed on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 26, at 
8:00am.  There will be no daily Mass livestreamed on Friday, November 27. 
 
Word of the Week – Attached to this email is a simple 2-page reflection and cartoon that will help you and 
your family prepare for this Sunday's Mass.  
 
Christmas Masses – Due to pandemic restrictions, we are asking families to sign up ahead of time to attend 
one of our Masses on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. We do not want to discourage attendance at our 
Christmas Masses! We are hoping that this process will give everyone equal opportunity to sign up and 
attend Mass with your family. So please spend the next few weeks talking to your loved ones about 
attending Mass, so you can have all the information you need when it’s time to sign up.  Thank you for your 
understanding and patience! 

• Masses will be at 4:00pm, 8:00pm, and 10:00pm on Christmas Eve and 10:30am on Christmas Day.  

• The 4:00pm Mass on Christmas Eve (focused on families with children and followed by our annual 
Living Nativity outside the church) and the 10:30am Mass on Christmas Day will both be 
livestreamed.  

The sign-up procedure to attend a Mass in person will be as follows: 

• Sign-up will be by phone or email between December 6 at 5:00pm and December 19 at 5:00pm, and 
seats will be assigned on a “first come, first served” basis. (804-526-2548; saintann@stanncc.com) 
Please do not submit your information before December 6 at 5:00pm. 

• Please provide your name, the number of people attending, which Mass you would like to attend, 
and a contact phone number. 

• You will be allowed to sign up for only one Mass. 

• Your family will be assigned seats; this will allow us to fit as many people as possible in the worship 
space while still complying with requirements for social distancing and safety. 

• If we receive your request after the seats have been filled for the Mass you’d like to attend, we will 
contact you and give you the option to sign up for another Mass (if available) or to be placed on a 
waiting list. 

 
Some Advent Information – We want to call your attention to a few things that will be different this Advent. 
All of this information will be available on the Advent calendar, which will be inserted in this weekend’s 
bulletin and available on our website. 
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• Las Posadas — We are planning a one-night celebration of this traditional Mexican and Central & 
South American Advent celebration on Wednesday, December 9. If you would like to learn the music 
so you can more actively participate in this celebration, join us in the Worship Space this Sunday, 
November 22 and next Sunday, November 29 @ 9:45am. (Masks and social distancing will be 
observed.) If you are interested but not able to attend the meeting, or if you have questions, please 
contact Linda Mingos or Chris Lothamer (lmingos@stanncc.com; clothamer@stanncc.com; 804-526-
5248).  

• In lieu of a community Penance Service during Advent, Fr. Danny will offer additional times to 
participate individually in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. In addition to the regular time before the 
Saturday evening Mass, each Thursday evening in Advent Fr. Danny will hear confessions in the 
Chapel from 7:00-8:00pm.  During that hour, Eucharistic Adoration will also take place in the Worship 
Space. Anyone is welcome to stop by for Adoration, even if you are not going to confession. 

• Lauds (Morning Prayer) and Vespers (Evening Prayer) are back! We will livestream these two prayer 
opportunities each week on the church Facebook page and the website. We are using the iBreviary 
app, which is available for free on the app store for your smart device (both Apple and Android). We 
will provide a link to a prayer guide, but you may prefer to use the app. Take this opportunity to get 
the app and familiarize yourself with its use. 

 
----------------  
 
Church Office – As the state returns to tighter guidelines due to the pandemic, we need to adjust our “door” 
policy in the church office.  As you know, the office is not open to the public at this time. If you need to meet 
with someone on the staff, please make an appointment ahead of time. When you arrive for that 
appointment, please call the office from your car (804-526-2548) to let us know that you are in the parking 
lot. An appropriate staff member will come out to greet you. (This includes all volunteers who are on-site and 
may have questions; please call before coming to the office).  If no one answers the phone, please wait a few 
minutes and call again as we may be assisting someone else. (This is much the same practice that you have 
probably experienced at a doctor’s office.) Please do not come to the door to ring the doorbell or knock; we 
will not answer the door except to those who have called or have an appointment. We very much appreciate 
your understanding and collaboration as we do our best to keep one another safe and healthy. 
 
----------------  
 
CHRISTIAN FORMATION 
This is a friendly reminder to parents that there are NO Elementary Christian Formation classes or Youth 
Group this Sunday, November 22 or next Sunday, November 29.  Enjoy your Thanksgiving Holiday! 
 
Parents of children of all ages are welcome to join us for the November Christian Formation “Drive Thru” 
event, this Sunday, November 22.  To join in the fun, you simply need to drive through the St. Ann parking lot 
between 1:00-1:30pm and you will receive a packet to take home that includes a fun craft activity, a 
Thanksgiving coloring sheet and a family activity sheet.  This is a free event, although you are invited to bring 
a canned good to help keep the food pantry stocked during this time of high demand due to the pandemic.   
 
YOUTH MINISTRY  
All youth are welcome to join us for our first FIRESIDE CHAT and SERVICE PROJECT on Sunday, November 22 
from 5:30-7:30pm. We will be working on a service project for Colonial Heights Nursing Home.  Several 
firepits will be set up in the front parking lot to enable social distancing, so please bring a mask, a “beach 
chair,” and a pen (or markers) to use for our project.  Simple snacks (chips and soda) will be available. Please 



let Elise know if you plan to attend or if you have any questions.    (echapman@stanncc.com or 804-921-
1022) 
 
Just a reminder that “Walk Through Bethlehem,” originally scheduled for December 6, has been cancelled.  
Middle and High School Students will meet at their regular times.  
 
----------------  
 
Morning Pause, the new group that meets for contemplation in the chapel on Thursday mornings, will not 
meet on Thursday, November 26.  We will resume after Thanksgiving, on December 3.  New participants are 
always welcome to join us for prayer and contemplation. Contact Linda Mingos in the church office if you 
have questions.   
 
----------------  
 
HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE 
Thank you for your generosity!  We have sign-ups for almost all the food we need, and we have collected all 
the funds to cover the gift cards we’re going to give to the families.  If you are still able to help, as of now 
there are a few food items we still need; please check out the Signup Genius: 
https://tinyurl.com/StAnnFoodDrive. Thank you! 
 
Now, we just need to make sure all the food gets donated!  If you have not yet dropped off your food 
donations, please be sure to leave them in the Commons before noon this Sunday, November 22. Drop off 
any time that the church building is open. Thank you for your generous participation in our annual Holiday 
Food Drive! 
 
----------------  
 
From all of us on the church staff, we wish each of you and all of your loved ones a blessed, joy-filled, and 
safe Thanksgiving. Thank you for all the ways that you inspire us and one another in the journey of faith! 
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