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3-4 October 2020                                     27th Sunday of OT (A) 

Isaiah 5:1-7; Philippians 4:6-9; Matthew 21:33-43 

 

 In their document called Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, the 

US bishops stated that, “Unfortunately, politics in our country often can be a 

contest of powerful interests, partisan attacks, sound bites, and media hype.  The 

Church calls for a different kind of political engagement: one shaped by the moral 

convictions of well-formed consciences and focused on the dignity of every human 

being, the pursuit of the common good, and the protection of the weak and 

vulnerable … We are called to bring together our principles and our political 

choices, our values and our votes, to help build a civilization of truth and love.” 

 

 Our faith and moral principles must guide our participation in society, not 

the other way around.  That’s what it means to be faithful citizens.  In a sense, we 

are all “dual citizens”, citizens of this world, and of the reign of God.   

 

 This is similar to the situation of the Philippians to whom Paul wrote.  

Philippi was an important strategic city both for the Roman Empire, and for Paul’s 

own ministry.  It was a port city, on a major roadway.   
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 It was the site of Marc Antony and Octavian’s defeat of the forces of Brutus 

and Cassius, Julius Caesar’s assassins, in 42 BC.  Later, the city became a Roman 

colony, comprised mostly of veterans from the Roman army.  Fast forward to 

Paul’s letter, around 60 AD, and the Philippian Christians are dealing with the 

challenges of being both Roman citizens and Christians.   

 

 As Roman citizens, they had certain privileges.  But in public gatherings, 

they had to acknowledge the Roman emperor Nero as their Lord.  As Christians, 

they acknowledged Jesus Christ as their true Lord.  Thus their non-Christian fellow 

citizens started to marginalize and persecute them, and some internal conflicts 

erupted as well.  This all resulted in the anxiety that Paul addresses in our second 

reading. 

 

 But Paul does not give simple, easy answers to the difficulties they face.  

Instead, he tells them to ground themselves in their faith, especially in prayer.  

Thus he says, “Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, 

with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God.  Then the peace of God that 

surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” 
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 When faced with anxiety, with so many things around us that may be out of 

our control, when faced with bitter conflicts, we need to seek God in prayer.  In 

prayer, by our communion with him, we can experience true peace, peace that is 

beyond our understanding, much less our own achievement.   

 

 Paul also tells us to focus on what he calls “excellent”, or virtuous.  

Whatever is true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, gracious, anything worthy of praise.  

God, and his peace, is present in these things.   

 

 So what may these things be, especially in times of anxiety or conflict?  

They could be different people coming together to achieve a common goal, like 

service.  They could be statements or articles from people or groups with whom 

you may not always agree, but they show integrity and a concern for the truth.  It 

could be civil dialogue, people willing to listen to each other and understand where 

each is coming from, even if they don’t agree. 

 

 The US bishops this past year launched a campaign called “Civilize It: 

Dignity Beyond the Debate”, in which they invite people to pledge civility, clarity, 

and compassion in our discourse with one another in the leadup to the elections, 

and beyond.  It’s meant to help us rise above vitriol and personal attacks that seems 

part and parcel of our culture today.   
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 The pledge calls us to recognize the human dignity of those with whom we 

disagree, to treat everyone with respect, to root our political viewpoints in our faith 

and a well-formed conscience—hence the Faithful Citizenship document that they 

have updated over the years—to listen prayerfully and compassionately, and to 

strive to understand each other.   

 

 Saint Paul tells us also to be thankful.  No matter our situation, we can 

always be thankful to God for the many blessings that we have in life.  So in this 

Eucharist, where we always acclaim that it is truly right and just to give thanks to 

the Lord our God, may we continue to make our requests known to him, and to 

experience a foretaste of that peace that surpasses all understanding. 


