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29 March 2020  5th Sun of Lent (A) 

Ezekiel 37:12-14; Romans 8:8-11; John 11:1-45 

  

 If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the One 

who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also, through 

his Spirit dwelling in you. 

 

 In this time of social or physical distancing, I think we’ve all experienced the 

need for relationships—to remain connected to each other.  I have some friends 

from college who have organized a biweekly Skype chat (I guess some of them 

may be watching this now), and it’s been a great time for me, to reconnect with old 

friends, people who knew me well before I entered seminary.   

 

As social beings, we need relationships, friendships, people to talk to, 

especially to sustain us in difficult times.  That doesn’t mean that our difficulties 

will magically go away, but perhaps we can help carry each other’s burdens. 
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For the last couple Sundays, we’ve heard long readings from John’s gospel, 

about Jesus’s interactions with various people, and the belief that they come to 

have in him, especially through the signs he does.  We heard about Jesus and the 

Samaritan woman at the well, how she came to believe in him through his gift of 

living water, despite everything going against her, and how she helped her entire 

town believe in him.  We heard about Jesus healing the man born blind, and how 

he progressed in his belief through the light of faith that Jesus gave him, despite 

the opposition of the Pharisees.   

 

 And today, we hear about, we experience, Jesus’s final and greatest sign or 

miracle in John’s gospel: raising Lazarus from the dead.  John, chapter 11.  First, 

Jesus receives word that his friend Lazarus is ill, but he apparently intentionally 

delays going to see him, until after Lazarus dies.  We’re told directly that Jesus 

loved Lazarus and his sisters Martha and Mary.  So why did he not immediately go 

to them? 

 

 This gets into the theology behind the “signs” that Jesus performs in John’s 

gospel, like healing the man born blind.  Jesus does these miracles ultimately to 

glorify God, to demonstrate his divine origin and identity.  Jesus never forces 

anyone to believe in him; he has nothing to prove to anyone.   
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But these signs will challenge people to come to some sort of decision 

regarding him, whether to believe in him or not.  So Jesus says after he hears 

Lazarus is ill, “This illness is not to end in death, but is for the glory of God, that 

the Son of God may be glorified through it.”  In John’s gospel, Jesus knows full 

well not just who he is, but what he is going to do and what will happen because of 

it.   

 

 Thus Jesus arrives at Bethany and has a very moving conversation with 

Martha, Lazarus’s sister.  Both Martha, and later Mary, Lazarus’s other sister, say 

the same thing to Jesus: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died.”   

 

 But Martha continues, to profess her belief that Lazarus will be raised in the 

resurrection at the end of time.  And in response, Jesus makes the most important 

statement of the passage: “I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in 

me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 

die.” 
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 With this single “I am” statement, Jesus tells us that he himself is eternal 

life.  Thus, eternal life is a present reality, not just at the end of time.  And eternal 

life is a relational reality, as long as we live in him, believe in him, are in a 

personal relationship with him.  Eternal life is offered to us, right now, on this side 

of heaven. 

 

Before raising Lazarus, Jesus looks up to heaven and says a prayer: “Father, 

I thank you for hearing me.  I know that you always hear me; but because of the 

crowd here I have said this, that they may believe that you sent me.”  He then calls 

Lazarus to come out, to be liberated from the bonds of death.  With this last sign 

before his passion and death, Jesus demonstrates for us that he is indeed the 

resurrection and the life. 

 

But with suffering and even death all around us, with the temptation to feel 

isolated from God or each other, what are we to make of all this?  Jesus may have 

raised Lazarus literally from the dead, but is that much of a comfort to those who 

are mourning the loss of loved ones now? 
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I don’t know.  Whenever I celebrate a funeral and this is the gospel reading 

chosen, I try to say that Jesus did not die and rise again in order to take away death, 

but to transform it, from the inside out.  And that eternal life is indeed a present 

possibility, a present reality through our faith and our hope in Jesus, through his 

Spirit dwelling in us.   

 

 Jesus is our living water, the light of the world, the resurrection and eternal 

life.  We may not see or experience the same signs that he did for the people in 

John’s gospel, much less see the dead coming back to life, but perhaps times like 

this challenge us to reflect on what exactly we hope for, whether we have 

responded to Jesus’s invitation to eternal life through a relationship with him. 

 

 Finally, as I said before Mass, given that next Sunday is Palm Sunday and 

Holy Week, we’ve been given more guidelines on the celebration of our Holy 

Week liturgies, especially Triduum.  Please keep an eye out for a blast email 

regarding the times of our livestreaming.  Also, we will still be having confessions 

next Saturday at the usual time, 4pm to whenever the line ends, and I’m always 

available by appointment.   
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If you find yourself unable to go to confession due to health concerns, please 

know that the Church has reminded us of the possibility of perfect contrition for 

sins, meaning that we love God above all things, we have the sincere desire to be 

forgiven, and we have the firm commitment to go to confession as soon as 

possible, when our current crisis ends.  Having perfect contrition may obtain 

forgiveness of sins from God, similar to how praying for spiritual Communion may 

give us the grace even when we can’t receive the Eucharist physically.  

 

God promises us through the prophet Ezekiel that he will raise up our dry 

bones and give us new flesh, a new heart, and a new spirit, his very Spirit.  “I have 

promised, and I will do it, says the Lord.”  May the Spirit of the living God sustain 

us, encourage us, remind us of the hope that sustains us: our relationship with 

Jesus, our resurrection and our very life. 


